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Message
from the Principal
Ms. Vicki McKeown 

What a year it has 
been.  Who would 
have thought how the 
world could change in 
such a way?
We are very lucky to be Western 
Australian right now, don’t you 
think.  I want to thank all our 
families and carers for being so 
supportive over a time where 
there was so much uncertainty 
and anxiety over Covid-19 and 
the school’s response to it.  I 
tried to keep you as informed as 
possible and very much respected 
your choice when it came to the 
well-being of your children and 
what was best for them and their 
learning.  I am pleased to say 
we are back to our pre Covid-19 
attendance rates and it is close 
to business as usual albeit in an 
increase in hygiene.

It will be great to get together with 
families next term for our parent 
evening which will be possible 
thanks to the increase in opening 
of restrictions over the next month.  
You will be receiving student 
reports very soon which will look 
somewhat different as we will not 
be giving a formal grade until the 

end of semester two due to the 
disruption to the learning program 
this semester.  You will be provided 
with a comment that indicates 
how they are progressing in each 
subject.

I would like the opportunity to 
thank my staff who have worked 
particularly hard ensuring students 
were able to access work packages 
from home whilst still teaching 
their classes face to face.  This was 
an enormous task and they did 
it with the professionalism and 
grace they always do.  The student 
services staff have been particularly 
busy this term.  As expected, some 
students have struggled with the 
emotional toll due to the impacts 

of anxiety around Coronavirus and 

the social isolation it brought at the 

height of the concern.  I thank them 

for the care and gentle ear they 

provide our students.

I wish the students, staff and any 

of you lucky enough to get a break 

over our school holiday period 

and enjoy a well-deserved restful 

time and l look forward to a more 

normal term three.

Ms. Vicki McKeown 
Principal
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I am very proud of our staff for organising high 
quality teaching resources both online and in hard 
copy work packs for our students to limit the impact 
on their education. Many positives have come from 
these challenging times, with an increase in forms of 
communication with home through Connect, email 
and telephone. We thank our students and parents 
for working with us and supporting us as we navigated 
through these uncertain times.

It has been an anxious time, particularly for our 
Year 12 students as they are so close to graduating. 
The education department have assured us that no 
student will be disadvantaged due to COVID and our 
teachers have been working with students to ensure 
assessments have been reduced or modified so 
that they can still achieve their WACE. Students who 
have been unable to complete work placements for 
their traineeships are the most impacted but special 
considerations for this will be made so that they can 
still graduate with their WACE certificate. 

We are coming up to the end of Semester 1 and 
students in Year 11 and 12 will be receiving formal 
grades. For Year 12, this is an interim grade so they 
still have time to improve them before the end of the 
year. We will be updating Year 12 trackers as soon 
as the results are completed and providing students 
with an update on what they need to prioritise for the 
remainder of the year.

I know there were question marks around whether 
we will be able to have a ball this year and I can now 
confirm a ball has been arranged for Year 12 students 
for Thursday 20 August.

As we head into Term 3, we have course counselling 
for Year 10 students to look forward to. This is an 
important time for Year 10 students as they make 
choices towards their future pathways. We will be 
hosting a parent information night in Week 1 of Term 
3 to inform parents and guardians about WACE/ATAR 
and VET pathways. We will also be holding assemblies 
with the Year 10 students in the coming weeks, letting 
them know what options they have for next year and 
discussing TAFE opportunities with them also.

Term 3 is a very busy term and always goes quickly! 

Make sure your students are attending every day to 
maximise their learning and feel free to contact me if 
you have any concerns about your child progress. 

 
Ms Bennett 
Senior School Deputy Principal

Senior School Report
Term 2 started off very differently to other years with COVID impacting many of our families and 

attendance to school being a challenge. 
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Firstly, can I take the time to say how proud I have 
been with how our students, families and staff have 
managed the challenges that this global pandemic 
has caused in regards to students learning. I feel a 
number of our students have flourished in the face of 
challenge and it has been pleasing to see how resilient 
that they have been. 

I have had the pleasure of seeing the work that 
teachers produced both online and in the hard copy 
books, and I feel that the standard of work and the 
level of challenge for students was at a level that 
balanced the continuity of learning with a real care for 
the wellbeing of all. I also took great delight in being 
able to look at work submitted to the school during 
this time and I feel that the work submitted showed 
that students were still engaging in active learning and 
they maintained the standards that they expect from 
themselves. 

One of the real pleasing things were the students who 
completed the Learning is fun Connect Thinking Key. 
Myself and Mr Jones put this together to challenge the 
higher order thinking of students and have a bit of fun 
if they had finished all their work or felt they wanted 
to reflect on what is happening in current events. The 
answers that came back just showed how smart and 
intelligent our students are, and how they can come up 
with excellent deep thinking solutions when they can 
relate to topics that they hear all about. 

This year we have moved to mixed ability classes 
in our lower school and I would just like to take the 
time to give feedback on how this is going. The mixed 
classes have enabled students in all classes the 
opportunity to work with a variety of student abilities 
in their class and has promoted an environment 
of collaboration across the lower school classes at 
the College. Overall, we have also felt that student 
behaviour and engagement has increased in a positive 
manner, allowing students more of an opportunity to 
demonstrate their potential.

With the changes caused by COVID-19, we have had 
to look at adjusting our calendar and have moved a 
number of College events to later in the year, so please 

keep an eye on our College social media for details of 
up and coming dates. A new event will be our upper 
school counselling information session, which will 
occur early Term 3 for Year 10 families. This event has 
been created to inform parents of students moving 
from Year 10 to upper school of their options at the 
College and beyond. 

Finally, if you come into the College Administration 
Office, you may notice some changes and that I am not 
in my usual office. With the College growing, I am now 
in a new office nearby, and I am still available to any 
parents/carers that need assistance. We also now have 
our two Student Services Managers in admin to help, 
which I feel will make it easier for parents/carers to 
access someone to answer any queries that they have.

Hope that you all stay safe, look after those around 
you and take this extra time at home to be together 
and have meaningful conversations, in this unusual 
situation that we find ourselves. 
 
Mark Utley 
Deputy Principal

Junior School Report
Hello and welcome to this very new and sometimes challenging  

world that COVID-19 has created. 
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Digital 
Technology

CLAN

Our Year 7 CLAN students learning intention this 
term was to create an interactive poster based on 
the design brief that they had chosen and worked 
on from the start of the term. 

The students used both Scratch coding and the 
Makey Makey system. They had to do a design brief 
and then draw the picture on an A3 paper. Then 
outlined it with aluminium foil, connect the Makey 
Makey power board and aligator clips and then do 
the coding and recording on the Scratch program. 

Our final aim was for the poster to play the voice 
recordings back when you press a button on the 
Makey Makey power board to tell the audience what 
the design brief is all about.

 
Madeleine De Beer 
Teacher

Issue 1 t   Term 2 2020
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Lego  
Algorithm 

CLAN

The year 7 Clan students have been learning about 
Algorithms this term. An algorithm is a set of 
instructions designed to perform a specific task. This 
can be a simple process, such as multiplying two 
numbers, or a complex operation, such as playing a 
compressed video file. ... In computer programming, 
algorithms are often created as functions. 

The students learning intention was to understand 
that an Algorithm is a set of instructions to follow. 
They have completed several Lego sets in order to 
be able to understands this concept. Well done! 

Madeleine De Beer 
Teacher
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Specialised Learning  
Program – Autism (SLP-A)
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2020 marked the launch of our Specialised Learning Program – Autism (SLP-A) at Coodanup 
College. 

While still in its infancy, we have already seen our students 
make tremendous progress in their Very Important Life 
Skills (VILS) lessons. 

This term, Mrs Moodley’s Year 8 students have been 
cooking up a storm by learning how to prepare simple 
meals for themselves. Students research the prices of 
ingredients required for the meal, prepare a Best Buy 
between different supermarkets and a week later, prepare 
their meal using a step by step procedure. 

The aim of these lessons is to promote self-sufficiency 
among our students diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder. The students have done a tremendous job and  
we are proud of their effort.  

Kajal Moodley 
SLP-A Teacher
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Charlie and Jodie have set up base in the SLP-A 
program, and on Monday mornings, participates with 
our Year 9 SLP students, helping them to ease into 
the week and providing the opportunity to work with 
Charlie to reduce stress levels. Charlie sat with one of 
the students during a self-regulation activity where the 
class was practicing mindfulness – which is shown in 
the photograph. Charlie brings an incredibly calming 
vibe to the classroom and loves working with the 
students.

The human-animal bond is a well-documented 
phenomenon describing a mutually beneficial 
relationship between people and animals. Research has 
shown therapy dogs can reduce stress in physiological 
ways by reducing the stress chemical cortisol in the 
brain and triggering the release of oxytocin, which 
plays a positive role in social bonding (trust in humans).   
Research also suggests using therapy dogs to reduce 
the effects of traumatic events including depression, 
post-traumatic stress disorder and anxiety. 

Perhaps one of the greatest psychological benefits of 
interacting with a dog is the opportunity it provides 
for mindfulness and to focus attention on the present 
moment. Spending time with Charlie makes it possible 
to recover the pure sensation of just being, the simple 
joy of existing, the joy that should permeate the whole 
of childhood and adolescence.

The benefit Charlie provides is a circuit breaker to 
feelings at a particular moment, that can change the 
day for the better, or provide some relief from stress. 
Students interact very positively with Charlie and this 
enhances mood and behaviour rather than detracting 
from it. 

Members of the school community have reported 
positive reactions to Charlie’s presence and his 
inclusion in learning activities continues to draw more 
thoughtful and kind behaviours from our students. 

Charlie working in SLP-A
The Coodanup Blog   t   Term 2 2020
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Containers for 
Change 

Containers for change WA’s 
container recycling scheme will 
help increase recycling rates and 
reduce litter.
On 1 October 2020, Containers for Change will launch in 
Western Australia! 

Containers for Change is a new state-wide container 
deposit scheme that lets you cash in eligible containers 
for 10-cents each.

In WA, we use more than 1.3 billion eligible drink 
containers each year; enough drink containers to line a 
path from Perth to Broome.

When it comes to recycling, Western Australians will soon 
have the chance to make real change and earn cash while 
we do it! 
 

Containers for Change aims to: -

• reduce litter and landfill 
• increase recycling 
• create jobs 
• provide opportunities for social enterprise and benefits 
for community organisations

Hundreds of container Refund Points are planned, with 
many to be operated by local community groups and 
social enterprises.

Coodanup College will be a donation point run by our 
CLAN classrooms. You can donate your containers for the 
College to claim a refund.

Coodanup College will also have a scheme ID number 
that you can use at container refund points and your 
donations will go towards new technology for the College 
students. 

Rebekka Bell 
CLAN Teacher 
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Our school survey will be out in Term 3 for our community 
to complete.

This information assists the College in collecting and 
understanding parent opinions, perspectives, attitudes, 
and perceptions towards the school, our students, and 
education in general in order to improve the learning 
environment in general or specific ways.

Please ensure that you complete the survey so that we can 
collect the data that we need.

School Survey - Term 3
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Three stunning images are from the Act, Belong, 
Commit - Mindful May Colouring Competition. 
Students’ work by Kaitlyn, Kyran and Ziggy. 

The benefits are many from colouring, it is one 
form of Mindfulness; it allows one to calm the mind, 
reduce anxiety and focus the brain on concentration 
and organisational skills. Plus, producing a beautiful 
outcome for the producer and audience.

Jane Bradbrook-Mann 
Student Services Manager & HOLA Arts

The Coodanup Blog   t   Term 2 2020

Mindful May Colourful Comp
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Art Class – Year 9
During term 2, Ms Barnett’s Year 9 class have been busy 
painting. The artwork that they have painted are Monet 
Reproductions of Water Lilies and a Painted Jug done in 
Values and Hues of blue.
OSCAR-CLAUDE MONET (1840-1926)

Oscar-Claude Monet (1840-1926) is a famous French painter and one of the 
founders of the Impressionism movement along with his friends Renoir, Sisley 
and Bazille.

Monet rejected the traditional approach to landscape painting and instead 
of copying old masters he had been learning from his friends and the nature 
itself. Monet observed variations of color and light caused by the daily or 
seasonal changes.

Also during class, students demonstrated Palette knife painting of the four 
seasons. 

Ms Penny Barnett 
Teacher / Art & Crafts
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Each week in our All About Me program, students learn 
a new activity. 
Students learn life skills respectably and as a team they build confidence 
while making long lasting friendships.

During the term we have: -

  Designed our own jewellery

  Made Meals on a budget

  Played minute to win it games

  Participated in Volunteer week

  Arts and crafts - mug design

For our last week of term, we will have a time capsule covering Covid -19 and 
the effects of it thus far.

Also, our students will be writing dreams and goals and they will all receive 
hygiene packs in a hamper from our community to our community.

All About Me - Program
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