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Message
It is incredible that term one is almost
over. It has been a very busy year
with 160 new Year 7 students settling
into high school life in 2019. 2 ½
years ago our student population
was 540. This year we have 755
students which is a testament to the
good work of the staff I have working
with our students from teachers to
support staff. I would like to thank
families for putting their faith in our
capacity to educate and take care of
their children.
Very soon you will receive a progress
report via email. This report is a
snapshot of where the student is
currently placed in terms of their
learning and personal attributes. You
will note that there is no comment

from the Principal
Ms. Vicki McKeown

attached but teachers will indicate a
desire to speak with you by ticking
the interview box. Please feel free
to contact the school to speak over
the phone or to set up a meeting or
alternatively book an interview time
for the parent evening when the
details come through.
You would have noticed that we
changed the way we commented on
your child’s report last year. I will be
organising a survey to collect your
feedback on the process as a review
of the changes early next term.
Thank you in advance for your input.

into a year with excursions, camps
and other learning experiences.
Our data continues to show overall
improvement in 2018 with many
of our targets being met. You will
receive this via email in term two for
your information.
I hope you enjoy reading term one’s
newsletter. It is a great publication
which gives you a great insight into
what is happening at Coodanup to
date this year.

Ms. Vicki McKeown
Principal

We are currently drafting the 2018
Annual Report for the college. It is
amazing just how much we pack
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Goals 4 Girls (G4G)
The term is nearly over and what a fantastic term it has been! Goals 4 Girls
alongside myself and Kristy Church have been working on many engaging
activities. We have created a “Happiness” banner. This involved working as
a whole class drawing and painting positive happy messages. Created letter
Zantangles promoting a “Free to be me” message. Zantangles is an amazing
art therapy that provides students with a mindful drawing experience.
The G4G’s program is also enjoying “the art of taking health risks” through
Circus workshops. These workshops are aimed at empowering young women
through circus. At our last workshop we achieved building a “Gothic Tower”
using adagio (body balancing). This requires the girls to be safe, to look after
and trust each other and have loads of fun in the process.
The highlight of this term has been working with Zonta. This is a not-forprofit organisation that supports to advance the status of women through
service and advocacy. Every second Thursday we are so grateful to be able
to work alongside Zonta and the wealth of knowledge and skills they bring to
our program. This term we have been focussing on building friendships and
sharing our class experiences.
The girls have become a great team, helping and
encouraging each other. Throughout the year we chat
about all our experiences reflecting on writing and
drawing in our mermaid journals.
Lisa Webster
Goals 4 Girls Teacher

Why pay school fees?
•

It is important to pay our school fees each year

•

The college advises parent/guardians when fees are due

•

School fees should be paid annually, and special arrangements can be made with the
college in assisting with a payment structure

•

Money from voluntary contributions and charges is used by the college towards the cost of certain materials,
services and facilities for students

•

This includes stationery items, art and craft materials, textbooks and photocopy materials

•

Parents may also be asked to pay for extra options, such as camps, excursions, swimming lessons and social
outings, and particular charges are applicable for Year 11 and 12 courses.

2019 fees are due Friday 12 April 2019
Payment can be made at the college Administration Office.
4
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Senior School Report
2019 has got off to a flying start in Senior School.

This is the first year that we have been able to offer
four ATAR subjects on site without the support from the
School of Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE). We
have a number of students in Year 11 who are studying
ATAR English, Maths Applications, Human Biology and
Health and we wish them all luck on this journey. ATAR
courses are tough and they require a lot of extra time
and study at home, especially around exam times, so
please look after your child and ensure they have a
quiet place at home to do their work.
Year 12s are currently fundraising for their school ball.
Very recently Head of Year 12 - Tracy Claydon organised
a successful sausage sizzle at Halls Head Bunnings with
the help from various staff and students on the day. It
was a great success and I would like to congratulate her
on her efforts. The team have plenty more fundraising
ideas to try and reduce the cost of the ball to make it
affordable for all. Some of the ideas include; a car wash,
free dress day and Easter Raffle. Please get behind
them and support in any way you can.

The first round of Online Literacy and Numeracy (OLNA)
tests have just been completed. We will receive the
results in the second week of Term 2. If your child
has not achieved a 3 in any of the tests, they will be
required to re-sit that test in September. If your child
has not yet received details of the OLNA revision
website, please do get in touch as we have purchased
a licence for students to access practice tests that give
guidance on how to maximise their results. We also get
quite a comprehensive report on what students didn’t
do so well in and our teachers will be going through this
with them when the results come in.
Parents evening for Years 11 and 12 are coming up
early in Term 2 (Monday 6 May), we look forward
to seeing you there. It is crucial that you attend and
listen to teachers’ feedback about how your child is
progressing. At this point we still have time to turn
things around if they are not going so well and we
need your support to do this. In 2018, we had a huge
increase in the number of students achieving WACE and
we want to better this for 2019.
Kelly Bennett
Senior School Deputy Principal

International Women’s Day at
the Coodanup Girls Academy
The Coodanup Girls Academy hosted an International Women’s Day at the college on Friday 8 March.
The day celebrated all the inspiring women in their lives.
Aunties, sisters, nanas, mothers and Girls Academy and
Coodanup staff attended this great morning.
The students performed a song ‘Scars to your
beautiful’ and then we had a panel of strong women
sharing their life journey with us.
What a great way to acknowledge all the women
within our community and college. Women – we are
the backbone of our families and communities, which
is why our Girls Academy slogan is, “Develop a girl,
change a community.”
5
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Business
Studies
What an exciting term for Coodanup for
the Year 9 Business students.
Our students have been given a unique opportunity
to develop a Children’s Picture Book with Dudley
Park Pre-primary school children. The students have
worked hard on creating their front and back cover
designs for their picture book. From these creative
ideas they will be working in collaboration with Dudley
Park Pre-primary to develop the story.
The students have been working in small groups and
have created some amazing book titles.
Who stole my egg?
The Three sand dunes and the full moon?
The lost Green crayon?
Jonah and the whale?
Rascal in the Pet shop?
The adventures of Splish, Splash and Splosh?
The intention is to work all next term to complete
the children’s picture book and return to the Dudley
Park Pre-primary to show and read to the children
their book. The final book product will be published
and donated to the Primary School. Congratulations
to all students on your hard work and fantastic
achievement this term.
Lisa Webster and Paul Litwin
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Junior School Report
2019 has started off at a hectic pace as over 150 new Year 7s joined an
already large Junior School at Coodanup College.
This takes our Junior School numbers to over 430
students or around 59 percent of the college. With
these increased numbers, we have had our challenges
early, as we work together to uphold our positive
support behaviours. The Year 7 and 8 playground
is very full and we have been working to manage
the movement of students to minimise negative
interactions between students. We are happy with how
students are settling and we are planning to increase
the play options for the Junior School.
In the Junior School, I have had the opportunity to
walk through a number of classes and talk to students
about their work. All in all, I have been impressed by
how the students are working to improve their grades
and ensure that their achievement is in line with their
potential and output. One particularly pleasing aspect
of the walk throughs is the fact that teachers and
students are engaging in lessons using the Coodanup
Compass. The Coodanup Compass is our whole school
learning focus aimed at increasing literacy outcomes
and higher order thinking in the college. All 7 strategies
identified are backed by evidence and proven to
increase student understanding and results. Students
should be able to answer the question if asked,

“How do you learn at Coodanup” with mention of the
Compass and or the learning strategies that make up
this initiative.
During Term 1 Junior School students have taken
part in a number of exciting initiatives and learning
experiences, these have included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agriculture camp to Muresk
Inspire Leadership camp
Mock Trials
Girls Academy and Clontarf Academy activities
Sports events
Bullying. No Way! Day
Harmony Day

And many more. When I look back at the extensive
list of activities and excursions and also know what is
planned for the rest of the year, I reflect on how lucky
students are to go to a school like Coodanup College.
Every time our students do get involved in activities it
makes me so proud to hear how well they participate
and learn.
Mark Utley
Junior School Deputy

Girls Academy Camp
On Tuesday 2 April, Coodanup GA held their Year 11 and 12
Induction which was an overnight camp.
The girls participated in a surf and dirt tour around Margaret River.
Their first activity was kayaking along Blackwood River, which was followed by
a picnic lunch and an impromptu swim in the river. Next they walked through
Leeuwin Naturaliste Park to explore Bride Cave.
The adventure did not stop there, our next
stop was Boranup Forest where we stood in
amazement at the towering Karri trees, some
over 60m in height. Conto’s Cliff was the next
destination with a view that was breathtaking.
Our last stop on this amazing adventure was
chocolate tasting at Temper Temper Chocolate.
Nicole Rendall
Manager
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2019
On Thursday 21 March 2019, the college celebrated and participated in Harmony Day.
What is Harmony Day?
It is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and
the successful integration of migrants into our community.
Australia is one of the most successful multicultural
countries in the world and we should celebrate this and
work to maintain it.
Harmony Day is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging
for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic
background, united by a set of core Australian values.
The Peel Multicultural Association and the schools Home
Economics students created tasty treats from different

8

cultures for our day of celebrations and students were able
to participate in activities like; Hanna tattooing, Lion dance
and Poi making. There were also performances by Persian
dancers, a traditional Seychelles/Mauritian dance, a Tai-Chi
demonstration and Drumbeat from
the Girl’s Academy. Callum Markum
delivered a speech on what it is to be
Australian from his perspective.
Michelle & Nadira
EALD Team
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Bullying No Way Day
On Friday 15 March,
the college participated
in a whole school
National ‘Bullying No
Way Day’ campaign.

Schools across Australia take action on the ninth
National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence
(NDA).
5726 Australian schools are official NDA schools in 2019
and are part of a nationwide movement celebrating this
year’s theme of Bullying. No Way! Take action every day.
The NDA gives schools the chance to take action and
empower young people to be part of the solution
when addressing bullying in their school community.
It provides an opportunity to focus on bullying and
the changes we can all make to help create safer
communities for everyone.
Coodanup College joined with over 2.4 million students
around Australia who are driving action in their school
communities.

Coodanup College takes a stand together every day to
say Bullying. No Way!.
This year our Year 7s participated in a Bullying No Way!
Day Poster competition. We had 9 students awarded
with a Bullying No Way! Day T-Shirt that they were able
to wear with pride on the day.
All posters were on display with the student ‘Bullying No
Way’! pledge hands in the great court.
A huge thanks to G Unit for the energy, activities and
giveaways on the day to support ‘Bullying No Way’ Day.
Well done to our winners and on another successful
campaign raising awareness for this cause.
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2019 Mandurah Crabfest
This year our college participated in the 2019 Crabfest held in Mandurah.

Over two days of the festival, students and staff managed
our college stall and provided visitors and the greater
community information about our college and what we have
on offer in our school.
The festival and our participation was simply to showcase Coodanup College, our staff
& students and to provide activities throughout the two days. Students and staff were
able to chat to visitors about our college and had the opportunity to meet our school
faction mascots, make crab plates, see a display of our Inspire Academy robotics and face
painting.
Our faction mascots were a hit with many people wanting to have photos with them and
they also walked throughout the festival handing out lollipops.
A big thank you to organiser Mrs Chris Bennett and special thanks to Judy Campbell, Judy
McClean, Claire Jones, Jane Bradbrook-Mann, Vicki Muir, Tim Kossen, Gavin Bennett and
our 20 wonderful students. Such an awesome effort and you did our college proud!
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Muresk Camp
Coodanup College’s Year 10 Agriculture students
(teachers included Max Williams and Nicole Entz) have just completed a 2.5-day
camp at Muresk Institute of Agriculture in Northam where they undertook the
AHCLSK205 Handle Livestock Using Basic Techniques under the direction of Boyd
Holden and Steve Burke.
The students were provided a hands-on opportunity
to explore the rural industry of handling sheep, horses
and cattle within a rural setting. Activities included:
Mustering in sheep from paddocks to yards, aging and
sexing livestock based on ear tagging and mouthing
(where you look at the teeth), horsemanship with and
without the aid of halters, using cattle yards to move
livestock etc.

The cost of the course for our students to attend was
sponsored by Halls Head Bendigo Bank. Thank you
to the bank for giving our students the opportunity to
participate in the camp.
Nicole Entz
Science and Agriculture Teacher

Students were able to examine the complexity of
behaviours exhibited by livestock to ensure that they
are handled and observed in ways to maintain the
health and well-being of the animal. The program
also covered the social, ethical and sustainability
considerations that impact on the livestock industry.
The course was also about team work, self-confidence,
self-respect and leadership. It is hoped that this course
will give the students the confidence to think about
what else they can succeed in and give them a sense of
potential employment direction and opportunity.
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Coodanup College Programs
Build a Bike

Yoga

This program will run for 1 hour per week. The aim is to provide the
students with a hands-on, goal-oriented program, with the outcome
of building a bike each which then gets donated to a local charity.
The program aims to improve students’ self-esteem and confidence
through the use of mentoring and relationship building with male role
models throughout the term, providing the students with a sense
of achievement, connectedness and pride. Target group,
Year 7 - Year 10 Boys

This aim of this 1 hour a week
program is to give the students
an opportunity to understand
the importance of relaxation
and meditation. The Yoga
program will introduce the
students to many poses and
Yoga principles instilling a
greater sense of self-worth and
confidence. Target group, Year
7-10 mixed boys and girls.

Seasons for Growth
This program focuses on educating young people about how to
effectively deal with change and loss. The program is facilitated in
small groups and is based on research that highlights the importance
of social support, and the need to practise new skills in order to cope
effectively. It focuses on issues such as self-esteem, managing feelings,
problem-solving, decision-making, effective communication and
building support networks. Target group,
Year 7 – Year 12 Boys and Girls.

G Unit
This program promotes healthy lifestyles, which aims to promote
positive self-esteem and identity, resilience, teamwork, and outline
issues of bullying. Target group, Year 7 – Year 9 Boys and Girls.

Steps to Success
This program will run for 1 hour per week and is operated by Peel
Youth Services. The aim is to provide students with coping strategies,
build confidence, improve attendance, encourage them to respect
themselves and look forward to a positive future. Target group, Year
7 – Year 12 Boys.

All About Me
This program will run for 1 hour
per week. The aim is to provide
the students with life skills,
resilience, build friendships,
gain team building skills, learn
how to respect others and
themselves, and learn hair
and beauty techniques. Target
group, Year 7 – Year 10 Girls.

Boxing
This program focuses on
developing self-esteem/
mastery, conflict resolution
and self-discipline skills. The
program uses physical activities.
Target group, Year 7 – Year 12
Boys and Girls.

Drumbeat
The drum beat program is an educational program that will be run for 1 hour per week at Coodanup College.
The program is designed to target individuals who may be alienated or socially withdrawn or those who may
require additional social and emotional learning. The rhythmic interventions provided are associated with
anxiety and emotional control. Target group, Year 7 – Year 9 Girls and Boys.
12
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Some of our
Programs in action
Watch this space for the following new programs in 2019:
•

Basketball

•

Therapeutic Art

•

Rugby

Any students that would like to sign up for a termly program please see Mrs
Bradbrook-Mann, Judy McLean or Claire Jones located in Student Services.

Getaway - ‘Pop Up Store’ Launch
Coodanup College Year 11 Micro Business students
are launching a ‘Pop Up Store’ on Sunday 5 May from
10.00am until 2.00pm at Frasers Landing Sales office in
Coodanup.
The ‘Pop Up Store’ will be called The Getaway and will
provide an opportunity for Mandurah Youth 12 to 25
years to book a stall and showcase new products/services
and artistic talents, e.g. Photography, Painting, Jewellery
making, Woodwork etc. to the Mandurah Community on a
monthly basis.
We are keen to work with young people who are
currently working on developing new ideas with their
entrepreneurial projects.
Interested stallholders can book a stall by going on The
Getaway Facebook site or emailing info.thegetaway@
gmail.com

Upcoming Term 2
Back to school
Monday 29 April

Year 7 & 8 Immunisation
Day Tuesday 7 May

Year 11 -12 Parent
Interviews Monday 6 May

Public Holiday – WA Day
Monday 3 June

Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 4 June
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