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Message
During the July school holidays,
I was privileged enough to join a
group of 20 Western Australian
principals to be part of the Principal
Fellowship program’s visit to Harvard
University. Along with 180 principals
from all over the world, we got to
listen to lectures by the most highly
acclaimed educators in the world. It
was a wonderful experience to share
stories with leaders from all walks of
life and it was interesting that there
are as many similarities in schools as
there are differences regardless of
where we live. I was very inspired by
the trip but most importantly I was
pleased that the work our staff are
focused on is on the right track as we
continue to strive for improvement.
Earlier this term Channel 10 News
did a story about the wonderful
things happening at Coodanup
College. They were very impressed
with the variety of opportunities
we provide for our students and
really loved Charlie and Justus our
Assistance Dogs. I am not always
keen to get in front of the media but
I feel it important to share the work
of our amazing students and staff.  
Student attendance has again
improved in 2018 which is vital in
ensuring the best outcomes for
students. Our overall attendance
improved by over 1 percent and the
attendance rate of our aboriginal
students is now above 80%.
We must continue to strive for
improvement each year until all of
our students have attendance rates
in the high 90s because this has the
biggest impact on student success.
If you have not already, please join
our Facebook page. We post on
here regularly and you will get to

from the Principal
Ms. Vicki McKeown

see the fabulous activities from the
recent RUOK? Day.  One of our staff,
Flo, sent out a letter to celebrities
asking for them to send our
students a message. This video is on
our Facebook page and well worth
a look. This day is always enjoyable,
one for us but the most important
part of the day is the very important
message to keep a close eye on our
friends and loved ones and ask how
they are going. It is not uncommon
for people to struggle from time to
time and it is nice to know people
care when we are down.
Our year 12 students are not far
from leaving us for the big wide
world. There is of course lots to be

done for many of them including
ATAR examinations and we wish
them every success. A formal
graduation ceremony will take place
in term four but I would like the
opportunity to thank them for being
great role models to our younger
students and hope they find the
job or further education they are
seeking.
I wish all students and staff a restful
and safe holiday leading into our
final term which as we know is
always packed with activity and
races past very quickly.

Ms. Vicki McKeown
Principal

COLLEGE BOARD

Coodanup College is seeking members of the
business or local community to take up positions
on the College Board.

Expression
of
Interest

The Board is involved in supporting the college
administration’s improvement strategies by:
Assisting in the setting of improvement targets;
Participating in planning;
Discussing student performance and examining
resourcing.
The Board does not have any involvement in the
management of the college or the staff.
If you think College Board membership is
something you would like to be involved in,
please contact the college by telephone on 9581
0900.
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Marine Debris Survey
Students from the Reengage program recently visited a local beach to conduct
a marine debris survey. Rio Tinto Earth Assist (RTEA) is an award-winning
environmental education and student volunteering program which allows
young Australians to reconnect to their natural surrounds, by immersing them
in hands-on environmental education experiences. A facilitator from Rio Tinto
Earth Assist took us to Henson Reserve Beach where we collected rubbish and
completed a data analysis sheet.
Equipped with litter-grabbers and bags they set off in pairs or small groups
across the sand, to see how much waste is being washed up on our shores.
Marine debris, also known as marine litter, is human-created waste that has
deliberately or accidentally been released into a lake, sea, ocean, or waterway.
Floating oceanic debris tends to accumulate at the center of ocean currents and
on coastlines, frequently washing aground, when it is known as beach litter or
tidewrack. Naturally occurring debris, such as driftwood, was also present.
The students embraced the day filling their bags and were on the lookout for
any wildlife both alive and deceased. This information was gathered and will be
logged for research purposes. The students worked very well and were a credit to
themselves and the college.
SAER Coordinator
Jane Bradbrook-Mann

Coodanup Clontarf Academy students
embrace employment opportunities
The Coodanup Academy held their annual Clontarf Employment
Forum on Wednesday 15 August in Mandurah with great success.
The Employment Forum was attended by
many local Partners, who presented to the
21 Year 10/12 Aboriginal students from
Coodanup College.
The aim of the Employment Forum is for
students to gain valuable knowledge, meet
potential employers, celebrate the work
environment and put in place strategies to
enter the employment industry.
This year’s forum focused on job
opportunities, traineeships, well-being,
work placements, financial literacy and
two-way interviews.

4

The Clontarf Foundation program were
lucky enough to have Alumni Jayeden
Quartermaine who spoke about the job
roles he has had since leaving the Academy
in 2016. This was followed by guest speaker
Fran Barrett from Kmart Mandurah,
who spoke about the positive impact of

employing young Aboriginal males.
Kmart Mandurah has been very valuable in
promoting the work environment with the
Coodanup Clontarf Academy with 4 students
working at the store on a casual basis.
The Coodanup Clontarf Academy would
like to say “thank you” to all the agencies
around Mandurah that participated in the
Employment Forum workshops especially
the following local Partners:
City of Mandurah, BHP Billiton, Kmart
Mandurah, Bunnings Halls Head,
Bankwest Mandurah and GP Down South.
It was a fantastic experience had by all who
attended the Clontarf Employment Forum.
Operation Officer
Kevin Dalgetty
Coodanup Clontarf Academy
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Bushfire Zone Register
The Department of Education is committed to maximising the safety of its
students and staff. Coodanup College has been added to the Bushfire Zone Register.
Inclusion on this register means that the college may
be required to invoke a pre-emptive closure on a day
for which a Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating (FDR) has
been declared for the City of Mandurah. A Catastrophic
FDR means that if a fire starts, it is likely to be
uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast moving.

closure or overnight. The intention is to limit confusion
or uncertainty for parents and to allow you ample time
to make alternative child care arrangements.
Parents will be advised of the confirmation of closure,
or its reversal, by a note sent home with your child on
the day before the planned closure or an SMS message,
email, website alert or Facebook message.

How will I know when the college is
reopening?

What does this mean for our college?
When given advance warning by the Department of
Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) that a Catastrophic
FDR has been forecast for a given day, the Deputy
Director General, may direct the pre-emptive closure
of Coodanup College. If the college receives such a
directive, you will be informed of the possible planned
closure by a letter sent home with your child. Parents
will also receive one or all of the following; an SMS
message by telephone, email, Facebook message or
alert on the college website, so please ensure the
college has up to date contact details for you.
In the intervening period between the declaration
of the pre-emptive closure and the day of planned
closure, DFES will keep the Department informed of
any change to the FDR forecast for the declared day.
The final decision to pre-emptively close the college will
be confirmed with the Principal no later than 4.30pm
on the day before the planned closure. If the forecast
changes after that deadline, the closure will stand,
regardless of improvements to the weather conditions
later in the afternoon of the day before the planned

It is anticipated that the college will typically only be
required to close for a single day at a time, however
this will depend on the weather. You will receive an
SMS message to you phone, to advise you whether the
college will reopen the day after the planned closure,
or whether it will remain closed. The college website/
Facebook page will contain a notice to advise you of
the current status of the college closure and when it is
expected to reopen.
I ask that you monitor local media for current
information about fire danger ratings and notification
of schools reopening. Staying tuned to ABC Local Radio
in your locality is advisable. You can also check with
DFES on 13 DFES (13 33 37) or www.dfes.wa.gov.au
and Emergency WA website: www.emergency.wa.gov.
au. Alternatively, you can call the South Metropolitan
Regional Education Office on 9336 9563. If any of the
options listed above for finding out when to send your
child back to college are problematic, please contact
the college to arrange for us to phone you to advise you
when the college will reopen.

Questions?
Please contact the college on 9581 0900 if you have any
questions about planned closures during the bushfire
season.
Vicki McKeown
Principal
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Clean-up
Doddies Beach
On Wednesday 29 August, students
from the Coodanup Clontarf Academy lent
their hands to give back to their community
and environment by conducting a beach
clean-up at Doddies Beach in Halls Head.
Despite the stormy weather conditions, the students
got out there and managed to collect a bunch of
microplastics and rubbish that had washed up on the
shore and on the grassed areas along the beachfront.
Tarnee Rutherford, the Environmental Education
Officer from the City of Mandurah, was able to provide
the students with an introduction to microplastics and
their dangerous impacts on marine life including the
turtles and fish that call Mandurah home.
The academy will be getting involved in more activities
in the near future to help the environment and local
community.
The City of Mandurah aspires to support the academy
in their endeavours.
A huge thank you goes out to Kevin Dalgetty, one
of the Coodanup Clontarf Academy teachers for
organising the event.
Operation Officer - Coodanup Clontarf Academy
Kevin Dalgetty

Why pay school fees?
•

It is important to pay our school fees each year

•

The college advises parent/guardians when fees are due

•

School fees should be paid annually, and special arrangements can be made with the
college in assisting with a payment structure

•

Money from voluntary contributions and charges is used by the college towards the cost of certain
materials, services and facilities for students

•

This includes stationery items, art and craft materials, textbooks and photocopy materials

•

Parents may also be asked to pay for extra options, such as camps, excursions, swimming lessons and
social outings, and particular charges are applicable for Year 11 and 12 courses.

Please be reminded that 2018 outstanding fees are now due
Payment can be made at the college Administration Office.
6
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Role Models and
Leaders Australia
Coastal Cup Showcase
On Monday 13 August, the
Coodanup Girls Academy
hosted the 2018 Role Models
and Australia Coastal Cup
Showcase. Three academies
took part in the three-day
camp which included Newton
Moore and St Bridget’s
schools.
On Monday morning all academies
arrived at Coodanup College for
a morning tea and a Welcome to
Country delivered by Trevor Stack.
After morning tea, the academies
headed to Winjan where George
Walley greeted the group to take them
on a cultural tour around Mandurah.
The stories and knowledge George
shared with the group was incredible
and very engaging for the students.
George gave the students a great
understanding of what it would have
been like to grow up in Mandurah a
long time ago. After the cultural tour
Mary Nannup and Grant Ryan catered
a delicious lunch for the group.
After a very busy day the academy
buses headed out to Fairbridge where
they would all be staying for the next
two nights. The students prepared
a healthy dinner which included
beef stew and damper, and this was
another great relationship building
activity as they all had to work as a
team to prepare the best meal.

find out if there were any family
connections and learn more about
one another. The first day was a great
success and all students were in bed
early as they were excited for the
football carnival.
The Coastal Cup Football Carnival
kicked off at 10am at the Bendigo
Stadium on Tuesday. The format of
the day was a round robin 9 a side
full AFL rules. Each team played each
other twice throughout the day and
all games were very close with a lot of
talent displayed. The West Australian
Football Commission attended to
select the All Star team for the cup.
The staff were blown away with the
talent and how fast but skilful the
students were. Newton Moore were
the overall winners for the carnival
with Cherealee Anderson taking out
the overall MVP.

The Coodanup Girls Academy had five
students selected in the overall All
Star Team:
•

Cherealee Anderson

•

Ritimae Kickett

•

Sheridan Collard

•

Bonnie Hall

•

Lashae Humpires

On Wednesday the students
were off for a very exciting day at
Dare Adventures. The students
got the chance to work as a team
and complete tasks. After a great
morning, it was time to say goodbye
and make their way home. Overall,
the Coastal Camp was a great
success, the relationships built and
the team-work displayed was at a
high level for the whole camp.
Manager - Girls Academy
Kerry Stack

After dinner Kerry Stack (Coodanup
Program Manager) started a yarning
circle so that the students could
7
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Goals 4 Girls (G4G)
The Goals 4 Girls this term are busily working towards their camp to Lake Leschenaultia!
This challenge will see students use their initiative,
teamwork skills and outdoor education skills to complete
a range of activities. To prepare for camp the girls have
been bush walking, orienteering, bike riding and setting
up tents and learning about the bush and the dangers
they might encounter. The girls will be completing a
basic First Aid course early next term to further prepare
them for their adventure.
Recently, we went to the Creery Wetlands walk trail.  In
our camping teams we located and identified a number
of animals, plants and the impact humans have had on
this internationally significant site.  We make sure we

Coodanup College
Student Leaders attend
the 2018 WA Youth
Leadership Conference
Our college Student Leaders attended the 2018 WA
Youth Leadership Conference in Leederville during
Term 3.
Students participated in team building activities and
listened to young successful entrepreneurs, gaining
positive insights into opportunities in the world and
learning to be your best self.
8

help and encourage each other to finish activities and
reflect on our experiences in our journals, writing and
drawing about experiences each week.
Our overall aim in this program is to continue to build
strong resilient young women with a focus on being
mindful and grateful. Through this program the girls are
being positive role models for all girls in the Coodanup
College’s school community.
Goals 4 Girls Teacher
Lisa Webster

Recreate Waste

Recycled Art

Inspired by the recent excursion
to Henson Reserve Beach where
Reengage students collected found
waste materials; some went on to
create sculptures and wearable art
pieces for the 2018 Recreate Waste
Recycled Art competition.
This competition allows students to explore and share
their waste reduction messages whilst showcasing their
artistic ability. Recycled artwork is highly relevant during an
era where we have to all consider ways to reduce, reuse,
and recycle to move towards a more sustainable future
for the environment. Four entries have been submitted;
both individual and small group work productions from
found and reutilised materials. Their theme was protecting
our environment and encouraging responsible attitudes
to sustainability. Fingers crossed for those students to get
through to the finalist exhibition at the WA Department
of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions (DBCA)
Headquarters in Kensington.
SAER Coordinator
Jane Bradbrook-Mann

Home Economics

This Semester a new group of Year 7, 8 and 9 students have taken
up Food Technology. All students are doing amazingly well.
The Year 7s this year have been enthusiastic in their
approach and they are hopefully all getting to practice
their cooking at home as well.
There is no homework in Food, however I do ask the
students to cook something in the week before we meet
again the following week.
I love to hear the stories of what has been cooked by my
students each week.
This year I have been cooking with Ms Bell’s Year 7
CLAN class in one of my free periods and they continue
to inspire me. They are excited to learn and to try the
foods they cook. It is lovely to see such happy positive
kids each week turning up to learn new skills, cook food
and take them home (sometimes).
We also had Foodbank visit us in early August. They
spent the day with the Year 8, 9 and 11 students and
various foods were cooked and shared with the class.
The students were also involved in learning activities to
examine fats, sugar, healthy and non-healthy choices.

Each student was given a recipe book with the day’s
recipes in it to take home.
The Year 12s finish at the end of term 3 and Year 11
students, early next term. Cooking goes on though for
the rest of us until the last day of the school year.
Please encourage your kids to take photos of the food
they cook and keep them as a reference in future job
applications. Also, please cook with them at home and
encourage them to cook on their own for your family –
they will love doing this.
Homes Economics
Karen Larkman
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Mandurah Community Garden
The Year 7 and 8 students took part in the
Nestle Nutrition program.
This unit comprised of lessons to help our students gain knowledge and practice skills that
allow them to build a positive relationship with food and enable them to make healthy choices.
This was an exciting unit to teach our students and some examples of what the girls got to
experience are:
•

Traditional Cooking (kangaroo stew and damper)

•

The girls got to experience tasting different foods which they would normally not eat with
the hope that they would incorporate them into their diet. The twist was however that
they would experience these foods during a blind fold taste test! Both students and staff
had a lot of fun.

•

How to make quick easy salads for $10 and under to feed a family

To round up the unit, the students took part in “The Garden to Plate Project” at Mandurah
Gardens which covered many of the basics of successful vegetable growing. They did hands on
activities where the students ended up taking away a pot or two (they had made) with potting
mix and vegetable seeds which they took back either to class or home to grow. They made
their own garden trowels and seed watering bottles too. Whilst doing this they had time to go
over why it’s good to grow your own vegetables at home in the ground or in a pot. We are still
hearing reports from the girls on their veggies at home!
Sam Sheridan
Teacher

Junior School Report

Hello and welcome to Term 3 in Junior School. I have recently returned after two weeks away
and thanks must go to Ms Bradbrook-Mann who filled my role whilst I was away.
Term 3 is a really busy term and I am pleased to see
students in class trying in their studies and engaging in
their learning. Some of our students have been chosen to
trial our NAPLAN online readiness test in preparation for
next year. This test does not impact student achievement
in any way, but provides the college with a blueprint for
success in next year’s test, so we see this as an important
step in the planning process.
In September, we have two very important college events.
R U OK? Day and our whole school athletics carnival which
will both be exciting days.
R U OK? Day planning has seen the committee organise
a great day of activities including music, dance, games,
activities and even a visit from an Olympian. R U OK?
Day is an opportunity for students to demonstrate their
understanding and build on their social and emotional
strength in a safe setting. The athletics carnival will focus
on participation and fun and will allow our athletic stars a
place to shine.

10

Junior School are having a targeted focus on students
wearing our college uniform. We have noticed a number of
students are starting to wear items of clothing that are not
part of the college uniform. Students who wear items that
are not part of the uniform will be given a uniform pass and
also parents/carers may be contacted if the uniform is not of
an acceptable standard. As a college, we feel that the uniform
is an important part of our value of “we will be proud”, as well
as ensuring the identity and safety of students at the college.
Earlier this term we had two parent engagement events;
Our Junior School Parent Night and our Year 6 Parent
Information evening. Both of these events provided our
Junior School community of students, parents/carers
and teachers to come together and work to improve the
learning of students at the college. The parents that came
bonded over great discussion, reflection and afternoon
tea. We hope in the future that all parents/carers can
engage with us on these days as we feel the positive bond
is essential for us striving to achieve our college values.
Mark Utley
Junior School Deputy
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Naidoc
Celebrations
On Thursday 21 June 2018, Coodanup
College celebrated NAIDOC day.
The theme of NAIDOC this year was “Because of her
we can”. The day started off with all students learning
about prominent, successful and influential indigenous
females. Students also got the opportunity to write a
letter to an important female in their life using Noongar
language.
The next part of the day consisted of an assembly,
where we listened to our wonderful elders, Elsie Ugle
and Barbara Pickett share their stories of growing up.
The Girls Academy performed a cleansing dance and
two boys from the CLONTARF Academy shared with us
why their mothers are so special to them.

During the assembly, a number of our
indigenous students were recognised
for their achievements in the following
areas: Leadership, Good Spirit,
Academic, Sporting and Principals
award. The Aboriginal education
committee proudly presented students
with certificates and prizes.
The assembly concluded with a fantastic performance
from the Kongal Marawar Ngoons dance group who
came in during the weeks preceding our celebration to
teach the boys the dance. The boys did an amazing job
and they got the whole audience involved.
After the assembly, students were treated to lunch
and one of our amazing community members made
a delicious kangaroo stew for our parents and guests.
The year 7 cooking class also prepared damper for
everyone to enjoy. After lunch there were various
activities for students to engage in and enjoy. There was
sand art, didgeridoo making, dream stones, aboriginal
art scratch boards, footy competition and basketball. It
was a great day, enjoyed by all.
Deputy Principal
Kelly Bennett
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SCHOOL REPORTS
SEMESTER 2
The college is excited to announce
that we are going paperless with
student reports.
In Term 4 this year, we will be
e-mailing your child’s report
directly to you.
What you need to do:
Contact the college to ensure your
e-mail address is correct.
If you’d prefer to receive a printed
copy via post, please advise
the college.

Try A Trade
Presentation
During week 8, the college held a Try-a-Trade presentation on site in
our Trade Training Centre.
Students participated in a Painting and Decorating course for three
days which was delivered by South West Metro Tafe.
Work Place Learning Coordinator
Louise Carville

12
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Senior School Report

Term 3 is a crucial time for Senior school students with a lot going on.
Year 10 parents/guardians were invited to an information
session about WACE (Western Australian Certificate of
Education) prior to the course counselling interviews.
The students themselves got to tour the VET (Vocational
Education and Training) programs and all were provided
with a comprehensive handbook that outlined the
different study options for Year 11 and 12. This process is
now complete and TAFE applications are underway and
courses are being populated in preparation for 2019. If
any Year 10 students have changed their minds about the
courses they have selected, it is important that they see
me before the end of the year.
Year 11 students had their Semester 1 reports at the start
of Term 3 and have had a first look at their WACE tracker
which outlines how many units they have achieved so
far this year. This will be updated in Term 4 and parents/
guardians will be notified if pathways for 2019 need to be
discussed. The second round of OLNA tests are currently
underway and so by the end of this year, all Year 11
students will have individual targets to achieve in Year 12
based on the results.

Our Year 12 students are coming to the end of their high
school journey and this comes with a certain level of
anxiety and apprehension about what the future may
hold for them. Information sessions are currently being
held to discuss post school options. The senior school ball
was a couple of weeks ago, which is always a highlight
for me. We had a new venue this year which was well
received, and it was as always fantastic to see our young
people looking so amazing and grown up. A big thanks
to Ms Campbell and Ms Lowe for their organisation as it
really was a magical evening. We now have the Year 12
breakfast to look forward to and the finishing ceremony.
The breakfast will take place at 9am on Friday 19 October.
All Year 12 students are invited to attend and celebrate
with their teachers who will be cooking up an awesome
feed for them. After the breakfast we will be doing a run
through of proceedings for the finishing ceremony in
the gym. The finishing ceremony itself is on Thursday 25
October. We look forward to seeing you all there!
Kelly Bennett
Deputy Principal

New Demountable
for the College
Our new demountable has arrived and will provide a
room to be utilised by our upper school.
The classroom is clean, bright and has lots of storage
and is attached to our ‘B Block’ area.

13
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Year 8 Geography Field Trip
In week 6, during the wild and wet season, all four mainstream year 8
classes had the opportunity to go on a field trip to collect data on the
coastal erosion occurring along Mandurah beaches.
We went to Seascapes and Silver Sands beaches to do a
variety of experiments to assess the coastal erosion.
The students did Longshore Drift tests, wave counts
and beach profiling. The information collected is being
used for their geography assessment.
Students learned why the Dawesville Cut was created
and how the beach material moving along the coast
from South to North is moved from one side of the Cut
to the other.
Despite winter weather conditions, the students
enjoyed their day and the opportunity to learn more
about their local beaches.
Jeremy Collins-Britton
Teacher

14
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Taylor Swift

Competition

Show us how your role model has helped you to
overcome a challenge in your life and why you

Coodanup College Proudly presentS

CAROLS
BY CANDLELIGHT

& Fair

would like to share this experience with them!

Submit your entry using one of the
following:
150 words
4 Photos
30-second video
30-second audio
This competition is open to young
people aged 5-18 years old. Only
students from schools who are signed
up to the Act-Belong-Commit Mentally
Healthy Schools Program are eligible to
enter.

With thanks to Act-Belong-Commit and VenuesWest,
here ‘s your chance to win two (2) tickets to take your
role model to see Taylor Swift on 19 October 2018 at
Optus Stadium.
Email your entry to Darci Miller at
darci.miller@curtin.edu.au by 5:00pm, Friday 5 October
2018.
For more information and terms and conditions, please
visit :
actbelongcommit.org.au/news/mentally-healthy-schoolstaylor-swift-competition.

Keeping mentally healthy is just as important as keeping physically healthy.

For students to be eligible they must be enrolled in a school currently signed as a Mentally Healthy WA partner,
for a full list of eligible schools please visit the webpage actbelongcommit.org.au/partners

Please be advised that
the Carols & Fair will not
be on this year, however
we look forward
to hosting the event in
December 2019.

Reminder:
Student Absent
Parents/Carers, you can now go onto our college
website and submit your child’s absentee online.
This feature is on our HOME PAGE Absent Today
(blue odd shape box) - feature.
Where it says ‘More’, click and it will open
to a fill in page, then submit.

www.coodanup.wa.edu.au

Wanjeep Street Mandurah WA 6210
Phone: (08) 9581 0900
www.coodanup.wa.edu.au
coodanupcollege

reminders
School Returns for Term 4,

Monday 8 October 2018
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