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Like us on

facebook
We need your help!
We still haven’t reached the1000 Like mark.
Can you support the college and continue
to share with family and friends.
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Coodanup College appreciate
your support.

News from the Zen Den, page 6
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Message

from the Principal
Ms. Vicki McKeown

Schools are very
busy places and
this term has
shown it to be
just that.
This year we have 150 more
students than this time last
year which makes for a packed
gymnasium when we all get
together, and a hive of activity in
the Year 7/8 area. We have been
very happy with the way the Year
7s have transitioned into high
school and pleased with the rest of
the school in settling back into the
routine of learning.
2017 proved to be another
successful year for Coodanup
College. Not only are we seeing the
confidence in our school from our
community through our enrolments
but have been recognised for our
good work by the Department of
Education. The State-wide Services
Branch of the Department of
Education have carried out filming
at our college for the good things
happening here which is a credit to
our students and staff.
We saw improvements in
attendance as well as NAPLAN
results in 2017 for which we are

very proud. We thank our families
for supporting and getting students
to school regularly as absenteeism
plays a major part in poor
educational outcomes for students.

In 2017, we saw
improvements in
attendance.
I hope a lot of you had a chance to
come down to our Christmas Fair at
the end of last year. It was the first
time we have done this and were
overwhelmed by the support we
received from the community. We
intend to make this an annual event
and aim for it to be bigger and
better in 2018.

We are looking at changing the
format of our Parent Afternoons
to be more specific to your
child’s program. We believe in
having regular communication
with parents and caregivers and
encourage you to contact the
college at any time. We are hoping
for a greater opportunity to view
students work and visit classrooms.
Further information will be
provided around this.
For now, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you a safe and
happy break.

Ms. Vicki McKeown
Principal
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Water is Earth’s most precious resource. Without water,
no plant or animal can survive. Increasingly, schools
are becoming more aware of the water they are using
and wasting. Water is also a theme that transitions
across multiple learning areas and ideally suited for a
Cross-Curricula STEM project at Coodanup College.

Martika and Kacia

Y ea r 7

Stem
Project

There is a decline in routine manual and cognitive jobs
across Australia due to increased globalisation of the
economy and digital disruption. Science, Technology
Engineering and Maths (STEM) capability is the key
for helping the next generation to navigate the future
employment landscape. Seventy - five per cent of the
jobs in the emerging economy will require:
•

Creative and critical thinking

•

Problem solving

•

Skills of collaboration

•

Teamwork, and

•

Literacy in mathematics, science and technology.

STEM capabilities are developed when students
are challenged to solve open - ended, real - world
problems.
Young learners need real problem - based learning
which engages them in the processes of the STEM
disciplines whilst working collaboratively in teams.
Throughout 2018, Year 7 students at Coodanup College
will work through an intensive STEM project with input
from English, Media, IT, Science, Agriculture, Maths,
Innovation, Art and HASS learning areas.
Students will investigate water usage throughout
the college, conduct a full water audit and make
recommendations to the Principal and the community
about how water could be better managed.

Caleb and Carmen

This project has been developed
in collaboration with the
Water Corporation.
The Year 7 Water Audit forms a pivotal part of
Coodanup College’s action plan to be accredited as a
Water Wise School by the end the year.

Managing our most Precious Resource
4

t

The Coodanup Blog

Term 1 2018

Secondary Assistance Scheme
The Western Australian Department of Education provides an allowance to assist eligible families
with secondary schooling costs. To be eligible for the allowance the parent/guardian must hold a
Centrelink or Veterans’ Affairs card which lists the student as a dependant.
The Western Australian Department
of Education provides an allowance
to assist eligible families with
secondary schooling costs. To
be eligible for the allowance the
parent/guardian must hold a
Centrelink or Veterans’ Affairs
card which lists the student as
a dependant.
The allowance consists of two
components:
$235 Educational Program
Allowance which is paid directly
to the college. Any compulsory
charges will be an additional cost
to the parent/guardian, as this
is not covered by the Secondary
Assistance Scheme.

Mandurah
Muscateers

$115 Clothing Allowance is paid
directly to the parent/guardian for
other expenses such as uniforms or
stationery supplies. Please bring in
Bank Account details e.g. BSB and
Bank Account Number.
You can also elect to pay this
allowance to the college if you
prefer, to be used to pay for any
additional charges.
Parents/guardians in receipt of
the ABSTUDY School Allowance
from the Department of Human
Resources (Centrelink) are
not eligible for the Secondary
Assistance Scheme. However,
they can apply for the ABSTUDY
Supplement Allowance. Forms are
available for completion in the

Administration Office. To be eligible
for the allowance the parent/
guardian must hold a Centrelink
or Veterans’ Affairs card which lists
the student as a dependant and
present this when completing
the form.

Applications for these
allowances for students
enrolled in Years 7 – 12,
must be completed
by the parent or guardian in
Term 1 prior to the closing
date of Friday 13 April 2018
Applications cannot be
processed after this date.

T ha nk You

During Term 1, the President and Secretary from Mandurah Muscateers visited our school and presented us with a
cheque for $3000.00. This money is to anonymously provide sponsorship for students who excel or have demonstrated
potential in the STEM group of subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) but do not have the financial backing
to achieve their aims.
The organisation is hoping to continue the sponsorship into the future. The college is so grateful and appreciative of this
generous offer. The Mandurah Muscateers are a group of enthusiastic volunteers who believe that technology should be
available to everyone.
Donations from community members, Private businesses, Government Agencies, SJOG Hospital and Private Colleges of
unwanted or surplus computers are refurbished by the Mandurah Muscateers. These are then made available at heavily
discounted prices for community support organisations and low-income people/families.
SAER Coordinator
Jane Bradbrook-Mann
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Great Southern Challenge 2018
Our Coodanup Clontarf Academy was invited to attend the Clontarf Southern
Challenge held in Esperance from the 6th to the 8th of March which they
competed in a basketball and football carnival for Years 7/9 boys.
All teams had travelled far and wide from regional
and metro areas, and included Esperance, Coodanup,
Northam, Katanning, Perth Clontarf, Albany, Gilmore, and
Kalgoorlie.Points were accumulated on the Basketball
Challenge on Wednesday the 7th and the Football
Challenge on Thursday the 8th.
The host side deservedly won for basketball and football
carnival and there were over 80 and 100 students
involved in the two day carnival and was enjoyed by all,
well done to the Esperance Academy great job. One of
the aims of Clontarf is to get the boys to involved with
their community and the Esperance Academy definitely
did that with the Community Game and BBQ.

No #

Teams

Wins

Draw

Bonus

Total

1.

Esperance Academy

18

0

2

20

2.

Clontarf Academy

15

0

2

17

3.

Gilmore Academy

9

2

1

12

4.

Kalgoorlie Academy

9

0

0

9

5.

Northam Academy

6

2

1

9

6.

Coodanup Academy

6

0

1

7

7.

Albany Academy

3

0

0

3

8.

Katanning Academy

3

0

0

3

Well done to the boys from Coodanup College that
attended the carnival, you were very respectful and
behaved yourselves throughout the carnival.

The Goals 4 Girls this year have
commenced with a team building
activity and creating a personalised
book bag. The girls free-write each
week in journals around the theme
“free to be me”. This theme is based
around the concept of building
strong resilient young women who
enjoy a challenge. Another major
focus this year is on ‘Mindfulness’
and being ‘Grateful’. Students
will be engaged in a number of
community events, visiting nursing
homes, working with Earth Assist
and performing at year assemblies.
This year the girls are actively
involved in many learning
6

Sand Sculptures
experiences that
build healthy
relationships,
a greater understanding of tides,
develop leadership and
rips, weather patterns and how to
communication skills. Through
rig a fishing line, for our targeted
these experiences we are aiming to
species, whiting.
promote their health and wellbeing.
Our annual camp this year is to
This term students are participating
Lake Leschenaultia. This will allow
in circus workshops with Tracy
the girls to challenge their fears,
Harrington from Pulse Circus
build stronger relationships and
School. This new skills have seen
develop team skills. A highlight of
the girls engage in some daring
the camp is not only the adventure
acrobatics and trampolining.
but the yarns and music around a
Recently the girls participated in
camp fire.
an outdoor education excursion to
Our collective aim of the Goals
the estuary learning valuable ocean
4 Girls program is to continue to
awareness skills and fishing skills.
build strong young healthy women
Their day started with a team
who will be positive role models for
sand building competition which
all girls in the Coodanup College’s
required students to work in teams
school community.
sand sculpturing a story for the
Goals 4 Girls Coordinator
group. Our fishing skills improved
Lisa Webster
with casting demonstrations and
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Food Technology
Term 1 has been full steam ahead with the new Year 7
students having their first taste of Food Technology at
the college. They have been looking at various ways to
cook eggs, so parents, please have your son or daughter
poach an egg for your Sunday breakfast/brunch.
Year 11s are looking at processed vs fresh foods and
examining the ingredients in the food we buy to the
shock factor of the number of ingredients in our food.
I would like to encourage ALL parents/guardians out
there to cook with your kids at home and let them
experiment and explore. it is a great way to spend
some quality time with them and for you to have
conversations that you might not otherwise have with
them. It is a great life skill for them to learn with you.
If your child is doing cooking this semester, please
let them do the recipe they did at school at home to
consolidate learning. The students are encouraged to

Junior School
NEWS
Welcome to the Coodanup College
Junior School update for 2018 and
my second year as the Junior School
Deputy Principal. Things are always
busy in Junior School and this year
is no exception with another large
cohort of Year 7s joining us, as well
as a large number of new enrolments
throughout Years 8 and 9. I would
like to welcome those new students
to the positive culture of Coodanup
College and to introduce them to our
positive behaviour matrix that we
have been learning about throughout
PBS lessons at the college.
With a larger group in the Year 7
lower school playground area, it is
getting congested at times and we
have been urging students to be
mindful of others and be aware of
how they are playing in this area.
In line with our value of “we will
be safe”, contact games such as
wrestling and tackling games are not
allowed at the college especially in
tight areas. That being said, as the

take the recipes home and to do
this and to report back.
We are always looking to get
containers for the students to take
their food home in. If you have
any spare ice-cream, takeaway
containers etc, please send them
to Home Economics. If your child is doing cooking at
school, please ensure they have a container each and
every week on their cooking day.
Cooking Club will hopefully get under way next term,
ideally for those students with a passion for cooking,
can read and follow a recipe, we look forward to seeing
you there. More details to follow later this term.
Home Economics Teacher
Tamara Gavrilovic

Junior School Deputy, I love seeing
our Junior School engaging in positive
active play in their break times and
believe that this energy burst is good
for learning in the classroom.
Another concern that has come to
light has been the use of mobile
phones in the classroom. The college
believes that phones are to be off
and away in Junior School unless
their use has been directed by the
Teacher for educational purposes
or to promote learning. In classes
we promote collaborative learning,
sharing of ideas and support and
building social intelligence and we
feel that a reliance on a mobile device
can impact the outcomes achieved
by students in our classrooms.
We have already had one of our big
college day events in “Bullying, No
Way” day, which was a huge success
as students became aware of what
bullying is and also pledged support
to take an active role in minimising
the negative impacts of bullying
around our community.
We also have some upcoming school
event for the college community to
listen out for which is our ANZAC

Ceremony. On this day will see us
come together as a school and
community to ponder, remember
and look forward as we grow as
a group. Our ANZAC Ceremony is
offering students the opportunity to
recognise family members who have
served by placing a wreath during
the ceremony. If families would like
this opportunity, please contact the
college to arrange this.
On my final note, I would like to wish
our Year 7 and Year 9 students all
the best for their preparation for
NAPLAN. We recognise that NAPLAN
can increase stress for students but
would like to put at ease some of
these apprehensions. Coodanup
College are just asking students to
try their best and to demonstrate
the progress that they make by
engaging in the college life and
learning experiences. All we ask in
all circumstances are that by trying
your best you have already done the
college proud.
Junior School Deputy Principal
Mark Utley
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Senior School News
It has been a busy start to the year
with the unprecedented number of
new enrolments joining our College.
We have 14 new students which have
joined Year 11 having heard about
our Senior School programs and
wanting to be a part of our team. We
have welcomed them into our college
and they have settled in well.
The Year 12s have started well in
their courses. We have two students
still on a four ATAR pathway, Tegan
Bartlett and Myah Elwood. We will
be following their progress carefully
this year and making sure they are
well supported to achieve the best
results possible. We have eleven
Year 11 students starting their ATAR
pathway and to help all of these
students succeed, we have engaged
a company called Elevate Education
to come into our college and teach
these students study skills, time
management and exam preparation.

News
from the

The College Ball is the hot topic for
our Senior School students at the
moment. It is always an exciting
event and previous years have
seen our students shine. The ball
committee has been established,
headed up by Mrs Judy Campbell
and they will be meeting regularly
to decide on the theme, colour
scheme, venue and menu through
the rest of this term. The date

Zen Den

Friday 9 March, Jamie-Lee and
Darren Edmiston visited our college
to install a kitchen donated by
Bunnings Halls Head in the Zen Den.
The Zen Den is a designated space
for resourced students at the college.
The Zen Den provides a place for
the students to;

8

The Online Literacy and Numeracy
(OLNA) tests are a big focus for
Senior School this year. We have
provided each student throughout
Years 10, 11 and 12 the opportunity
to access practice tests via a
website called OLNA Support. They
are able to access this from home
via the internet but they have also
been given class time to revise and
have a go. Week 8 is the last week
of testing and the results will be out
in May, so watch this space.

•

complete work without
distraction

•

visit when overwhelmed or
stressed

•

a safe place

•

a place students can access
food when needed

The installation of the kitchen has
many benefits to our staff and
students. These benefits include;
improved hygiene, improvement
in the appearance of the space
and compliance with Health and
Safety practices.

The biggest benefit the kitchen
provides is the ability to provide
those hungry students with
something to eat and drink. This in
some cases, may be the only food
the child might have for the day.
The Zen Den staff prepare fruit,
toast and toasted sandwiches with
food donated by Food Bank on a

for the school ball is Thursday 16
August, so make sure you have it in
your diary.
Progress reports will be coming
out at the end of this term and
the Senior School Parents Evening
will be on Monday 7 May. Please
come along and celebrate your
child’s success. We have made it
a lot earlier this year in order to
maximise their success.
Getting feedback this early will
allow enough time for parents to
support their child should they be
falling behind a little or if they are
not achieving their best results. I
look forward to seeing you all there.
Senior School Deputy Principal
Kelly Bennett

daily basis. As a result of the kitchen
installation, it is hoped we may now
be able to provide a basic breakfast
to those students arriving at school
hungry. At the college the health
and wellbeing of our students is
just as important as the education
they receive.
From all the Education Support
staff and resourced students at
the college, a big thankyou to you
Jamie-Lee, your team and Bunnings
Halls Head. You have been a
delight to work with and have
exceeded our expectations with
your generous donation.
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workplace

Learning
Our 2018 Workplace Learning programme has
commenced for most of our Year 11 and Year 12 students.
Many students have been very proactive in securing placement
with their employers. It has been very pleasing to see the
students adopt a mature attitude and great to see their
confidence increase, as many of them were able to source and
secure their own placements.

Workplace learning is a great opportunity for our students to
gain employability skills, to sample life in the real world and
to try different experiences to see if they enjoy a particular
industry area. Not only do students gain experience in certain
industries, they are also able to achieve two WACE points if
they successfully complete the required hours and submit their
completed log books and skills journal.
We have had many of our students in the past who have
gained part time work due to the success of their work
placements. Some students have even been offered full time
apprenticeships. We are always updating our database of
employers and would love to hear from any parents/guardians
or any community members who are able to assist in providing
contact names and numbers. We will provide all necessary
paperwork including insurance.
Please contact me on 9591 0915 if you are able to assist.
Workplace Learning Coordinator
Louise Carville
9

Inspire
Academy
News
Year 7 Robotics Team
The Lego Robotics
Team has been busy
this term, learning the
different aspects about
coding/programming
different parts on the
brick/processer and
learning what each
sensor is used for. This is new for many students and they
all have done really well with problem solving, team work
and building an EV3 Mindstorm Robot.

Murdoch University TLC
(Learning for Tomorrow) 2018
At the beginning of the school year, two Year 12 students
were fortunate to be given the opportunity to attend a
course that would help them reach a potential goal of an
entryway into university.

During the program, students are given units of work that
focus on critical thinking, how to write an essay at university
level and learn how to reference their work on different
topics. Students also studied different categories of work,
including an essay of 1500 words and an oral presentation.

Inspire/Leadership and Faction Camp
Seventy-six students joined Ms Chris Bennett, Ms Judy
Campbell, Ms Steph Whild and Mr Marcel De Fries
on a three day Inspire/Leaders and Faction camp at
Bayview Geographe Bay Resort in Busselton. All students
participated in team building activities, problem solving,
going for a morning run or walk and working on their
Individual Pathway Plans. There was plenty of laughter
and fun with the students and teachers.
Inspire Academy Coordinator
Chris Bennett

SIDE School of Isolated and Distance Education
Sixteen of our Year 11 and Year 12 students have taken the opportunity to study ATAR courses with SIDE (School
for Distance and Isolated Education) in 2018. This allows them to study courses that we are unable to offer at the
college, due to the low demand for each individual subject. Collectively, our students are studying 15 different ATAR
courses. This allows them to complete the ATAR examinations to achieve an ATAR score, providing the opportunity
to achieve direct entry into university. It also allows the students to complete courses that are in line with their
career pathways.
Each SIDE student has a 1-hour (SABA) lesson with their SIDE teacher each week and then a further 3 hours to
complete their work and study. This requires the students to be focused and independent learners, a skill that that
will assist them all as lifelong learners. We commend our current group of SIDE students for developing these skills
so quickly, allowing for a smooth start to the year.
On occasion, the students are able to meet their teachers face to face. Last week we had two of the teachers, Mr
Peter O’Neill (Modern History) and Mr John Stritof (Human Biology) visit from SIDE to talk to their students and help
them with their work. It was a pleasure to welcome them to the college and the students were very grateful for the
additional ‘teacher contact’ time that they had.
Our first group of SIDE ATAR students graduated in 2017, and we are very pleased to share their success. One
of the students gained direct access into their chosen university course, while three others are currently studying
bridging courses at their chosen university to get into the courses. We are excited with these results and look
forward to our next group of Coodanup College ATAR students reaching their goals.
Ms Danni Watts
10
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Vocational Education and Training
It has been a very busy and exciting start to the school year in the VET (Vocational Education
and Training) Department, with forty-three students commencing their School Based
Traineeships in and around the community.
This provides a great opportunity
every year, for those students who
successfully applied and passed their
interviews in 2017, and the positions
are highly sought after. The program
is successful, due to the fact that
the students must be considered
‘work ready’ and have had previous
work experience placements
(including positive feedback from
their employers), before they are
considered for interview.
Students can be placed in a
variety of industry settings,
including; Automotive, Business,
Community Services (Aged Care,
Childcare or Youth Work Focus),
Conservation & Land Management,
Engineering, Hairdressing (Salon
Assistant), Hospitality, Information
Technology, Retail and Sport &
Recreation (although industry
categories may vary each year).

Students are required to attend
training days in Term 1 (one day per
week, in Mandurah, Rockingham
or Fremantle) to address the
theoretical components of the
course, and will be placed with a
suitable employer for the rest of
their traineeship, to address the
practical, on-the-job components.
This year, we are offering the
following Certificate II courses
on-site at Coodanup College;
Agriculture, Automotive, Business,
Construction Pathways, Engineering,
Hairdressing (Salon Assistant), Sport
Coaching, Visual Arts, Certificate
of General Education for Adults
and Skills for Work & Vocational
Pathways. We also deliver a
Certificate I in Hospitality (Year 11)
which leads to a Certificate II School
Based Traineeship in the 2nd Year
(Year 12).

A number of our students have
gained a place at South Metro TAFE,
this year, either one or two days
per week. This year’s successful
students are studying the following
Certificate II; •

Automotive Vocational
reparation (Light Auto/Heavy
Auto/Auto Electrical rotation)

•

Automotive Body Repair
Technology (Vehicle Body
Painting Pre-Apprenticeship)

•

Automotive Vocational
Preparation (Heavy Automotive
focus)

•

Animal Studies, Retail Cosmetics

•

Electro-technology (Career
Start) (Electrotechnology
Pre-Apprenticeship)

•

Construction (Pathway - Trades)

I MUST EMPHASIZE THAT

Why pay school fees?

ATTENDANCE, BEHAVIOUR AND

•

It is important to pay our school fees each year

ABOVE OPPORTUNITIES AND

•

The college advises parent/guardians when fees are due

PLACES FOR SOME COURSES

•

School fees should be paid annually, and special arrangements can
be made with the college in assisting with a payment structure

•

Money from voluntary contributions and charges is used by the
college towards the cost of certain materials, services and facilities
for students

•

This includes stationery items, art and craft materials, textbooks and
photocopy materials

•

Parents may also be asked to pay for extra options, such as camps,
excursions, swimming lessons and social outings, and particular
charges are applicable for Year 11 and 12 courses.

2017 outstanding fees are now due
Payment can be made at the college Administration Office.

ENTHUSIASM ARE ALL TAKEN
INTO ACCOUNT FOR ALL THE

ARE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE.
Please ensure your son or
daughters attendance is above 90
per cent, particularly in Semester
One of Year 10, to be considered
for all opportunities, as this is taken
into account during the application
process for opportunities they may
apply for in Year 11 and 12 and
highly regarded.
VET & Future Pathways Coordinator
Pamela Micklewright
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Valuables at College
Coodanup College discourages
students from bringing unnecessary
items of value to school. Physical
education staff will not accept
responsibility if items of value are
stolen. Mobile devices can be given
to the teacher or you can place your
bag in the valuables box at your
own risk!
Unfortunately, we have had some
theft during class time. Students
should not leave valuables in the

change rooms as up to 3 or 4
classes may use these rooms at
any given time and as such security
cannot be guarateed. No valuables
including mobile phones or money
are to be in the students possession
or left on the sidelines during
Physical Education classes. Items in
pockets can compromise the safety
of students in the class. Students
not participating in class due to
illness or injury are also expected to
comply with these guidelines.

Student Drop Off & Pick Up
Please be reminded that pick up & drop off is in the bus bay of
Coodanup Drive. It is imperative that we do this, as there are too many
incidences and safety concerns at the front of the school in Wanjeep
Street. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

bikes at
college
At Coodanup College, bike facilities have been provided for our students. A
college perimeter fence keeps the students bikes safe during school hours,
however it is up to the student to ensure that their bike has a lock on it. It
is the students responsibility to lock their bike and the school accepts no
responsibility for loss, damage or theft.

If you want to bring your bike to college and keep it safe,
then please provide a lock for your bike.
If your bike is stolen, please contact the Police and advise the College.

Coodanup College Proudly presentS

CAROLS
BY CANDLELIGHT

& Fair

We are
seeking ‘Vendor’
expressions of
interest for our
2018 Carols by
Candlelight Fair
in December
If you would like to hold a
stall, please contact Kim at
the college on email:
Kim.Dutch@education.
wa.edu.au

r e m i nd e r s
Friday 13 April
End of Term 1
(11 x week term)

Monday 30 April
Students Return

Monday 4 June
WA Day

Tuesday 5 June
Pupil Free Day
Wanjeep Street Mandurah WA 6210
Phone: (08) 9581 0900
www.coodanup.wa.edu.au
coodanupcollege

Friday 29 June
End of Term 2
(9 x week term)

