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Opening Day & Induction
Term 4, last year saw our Academy open it’s doors for the first time. It was a great occassion
where the girls family and friends came together for the afternoon to explore what is now known as
Coodanup Girls Academy. Along with VIP guests from the community and a welcome to country ceremony by one of our students grandparent it was a great opportunity to showcase what the girls will
be expecting and striving for in 2017. On the second, Tuesday of term we took over 50 girls to the
Induction Day at Curtin University. There they had the opportunity to meet other academy girls and
staff, participate in basketball and football drills with the Fremantle Dockers Women’s Team, along
with one of their players Cassie Davidson who is now our Development Officer, sample traditional
bush tucker and engage with guest speakers. The Welcome to Country was done by Ivy Bennell.

Cultural Awareness

This term our year 7/8 class participated in cultural awareness lessons with local community member Shirley Viti. Over 5 weeks, the girls engaged in
traditional cooking, making Dampier and Kangaroo
Stew, learning about the importance of family history and creating their own family trees, story time
was rich in history as Shirley relived many traditional
stories of the past finishing with a trip to local Aboriginal sites in our Dawesville and Pinjarra area.

Indigenous Health

This term our 9/10 students participated in a 10 week Indigenous
Health Course with WA Health Representative, Peta Ugle. Each week,
Peta would visit the Academy and work with the girls in the area of saying no to drugs and alcohol, sexual health awareness and the risks of
smoking. It was a very interactive course with guest speakers on hand
addressing issues such as bullying and self respect. Three of our girls
were given the opportunity to create their own music, writing a song
supporting the “No Bullying” campaign and were given the opportunity
to meet with WA national gymnast, Paige James.
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Leaders Morning Tea
During the term, our Academy students voted on a representative
from each year group to form our 2017 leaders council. These select students were announced during a lunch time break and have
been given the responsibility to set examples of behaviour and attendance for our academy. They are also responsible in guiding and
mentoring our younger members and conducting fundraising campaigns for the Academy. Our first meeting was at Secret Garden Tea
House in Falcon where the girls not only sampled local produce,
they came together and formed our first fundraising venture “hire
a helper”. Which will be rolled out next term. The “hire a helper”
campaign consists of teachers purchasing a package (constructed
by our students where they will cost, plan and advertise) the package is where one student from the Academy will spend some free
time helping the teacher set up lesson plans.

Adventure World

To end our busy Term, we took girls who had achieved 100% attendance to adventure
world for the day. Ranging from all year groups the girls spent the day enjoying all that
adventure world had to offer, rides, swimming and spending time with friends. It was a
great way to end our term.

End Note

In summary, I would like to say that it’s been a fantastic start to what will be a year of
achievement, learning and growth for our girls. On behalf of myself & Cassie we would like
to send a special thank you to the Administration of Coodanup College for all their support
this term and we look forward to working with you all throughout the year. To our girls, we
are so proud of all you have achieved and remember... “never give up, never give in, if you
believe, you will achieve”.
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