ISSUE 18 December 2017

News

Explore. Dream. Discover.

Principal’s Report
Reflecting on another very busy year at
Coodanup College again, has left me amazed as
usual. We have continued to improve in student
attendance which is of course vital for successful
learning. Our Year 9 NAPLAN results indicated
higher progress for the state average which is
due to the hard work and dedication of our staff
and students alike.
This year for the first time we celebrated a group of
students who completed a full ATAR course in 2017
and all intend to make their way to university along
with 10 other students from Coodanup College in
2018. I am very proud of all of our students who
continue to strive to improve in their learning.
The Education Department has recognised the efforts of our college staff on a
number of occasions this year seeking our involvement in planning groups, teaching
resources and advisory committees. This recognition shows that our college has
quality programs and strategies that assist students through their learning journey
to ensure they leave the college with the best possible outcomes.
I would like to specifically acknowledge the support the college receives from our
community but most specifically the parents of our students. Positive partnerships
with families provides consistency and assists us to get the message out in supporting
our students. I would like to thank you all for your dedication to help assist our
young people to achieve their best and to Explore, Dream and Discover.
Have a safe and enjoyable break everyone.
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“Twenty years from now you
will be more disappointed by
the things that you didn’t do
than by the ones you did do.
So throw off the bowlines.

Ms. Vicki McKeown

Sail away from the safe
harbour. Catch the trade

Principal

winds in your sails.

Explore. Dream. Discover.“

Important Dates
• End of Term 4 is
Thursday
14 December 2017

• Students are re
quired to
attend college on
Thursday 14 Dece
mber 2017

• Commencemen
t of Term 1 2018
will be Wednesday
31 January
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Harmony Day Celebration 2017
On Tuesday 21 March this year, the
EAL/D (English as a Language Dialect)
Team hosted the Harmony Day
celebrations at Coodanup College.
Harmony Day is held each year on
21 March. It’s a day to celebrate
our cultural diversity. It’s about
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of
belonging for everyone. The Harmony
Day message is: EVERYONE BELONGS.
Our diversity helps make Australia
a great place to live. Almost half of
Australians were born overseas or have a
parent who was. People from more than
200 countries make up our Australian
community and 300 languages are
spoken in our homes. We enjoy different
cultures, foods, ideas, minds, music and
art that come from all over the world.
Coodanup College is a microcosm of
such diversity. This year, students from
our college performed at an assembly
which celebrated dance, culture, music
and song. After the assembly, we tasted

samples of delicious foods from other
countries, prepared by students and
staff.
We are advising you now that we intend
to make 2018 Harmony Day celebrations
at Coodanup even bigger and better.
To do this, we are
hoping for your
support. We invite
all students and
their
families,
and
especially
those who are
from
overseas,
to start thinking
NOW about how
you might like to
participate in this
event.
We will remind you
early in the 2018
school year; but
March is actually
not that far off.

Jamie-Lee Gould and Seru
Davetanivalu
Best wishes from the EAL/D Team:
Michelle Tirant, Nadira Naiker,
Seru Davetanivalu and Susan Lane.

Mandurah Motorcycle Charity Ride Association
On Saturday 9 December, the 26th annual Charity Ride will be
held. Riders will be coming from Pinjarra at 10.00am and by a predetermined route which covers Pinjarra Rd, Wanjeep Street, Hudson
Drive, Mariners Cove Drive, Leslie Street back to Pinjarra Road and
then to the Western Foreshore. Last year there were approximately
750 bikes involved.
The purpose of the Ride is to raise funds and collect food
and toys for disadvantaged children and families in the
Peel Region. Last year the Ride raised in excess of $8000
– three trailer loads of toys and food hampers were
collected. Over 52 needy families were helped with toys
and food hampers to ensure they had a happy and
enjoyable Christmas. Worthy organisations within the
Peel District were given cash donations, food and toys.
As you can see the Ride really does help needy families and
organisations within the Peel District.

Graham Cowell
Hon Sect
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Factions 2017

The Faction system had a sensational
year in 2017! It has created a positive
school culture and allows students to
develop school pride by participating
in activities and celebrating success.
Our faction’s culture is not only related
to sport – our VIVO rewards system also
carries a prestigious award at the end
of the year. Following the PBS matrix,
students are rewarded with VIVO’s
which contribute to the yearly winner of
the VIVO competition.
The new school year started with
the Faction Leadership camp in
Dunsborough. This is where the
students enhanced their leadership
skills and engaged in positive team
building exercises. Along with planning

the Faction activities for when the
students returned to school, the leaders
were able to spend their spare time in
the swimming pool, visiting Busselton
Jetty and enjoying the beach. The camp
was a wonderful positive experience for
all the leaders.
Miss Whild and her team of enthusiastic
leaders organised Friday Faction Games
that were played every week. Students
from all years competed in soccer,
basketball, hockey and netball. The
weekly competition created a friendly
rivalry between the factions. The 2017
overall winner for the Friday faction
games was the WOLVES!! Students
were also able to verse the teachers
in the termly Staff v Students game!
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Factions 2017

As expected the teachers are still
undefeated.
Coodanup College held a stall at the
CRABFEST on Mandurah foreshore this
year where the faction leaders dressed
up in their Faction outfits and promoted
the college. With Bashtion and Talon
making it on the local Radio station!
The upper school faction leaders were
invited to attend the Peel Sports Forum
where students were educated on
the opportunities that sport can offer
through their school and community.
The students received motivating
speeches from high performance
athletes, coaches and also an Olympian!
They spoke about the challenges of sport
and how to overcome them to become a
successful leader and athlete.
The college Memorable board that
honours our annual Faction Captains
and Sports Person award winners
was wonderful addition to the college
gymnasium. Zoe and Brandon were the
first Faction Sports captains to have their
name up on the board.
The last Faction event for the year is the
annual Beach Carnival down at Doddies
Beach in December. Students will be in
for a day of fun events such as sandcastle
building, free swimming, beach soccer,
Frisbee, flag races and the college Iron
Man/ Woman competition.
With twenty faction leaders selected
for having outstanding leadership and
sportsmanship qualities, they will lead
their faction with pride next year. We
look forward to continued success and
developing the sporting culture in 2018
and beyond.

Steph Whild
Faction Coordinator
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Senior School Finishing Ceremony
I would like to say a few words about
our Year 12 Finishing Ceremony which
was held on Wednesday 29 November
at Coodanup College. The event was
well attended by parents and our
community and was a great chance for
us to showcase our many successes
throughout 2017.
It was lovely to see the students,
immaculately
presented
in
their
graduation gowns, which they wore with
a sense of pride at being a part of our
college.
The event proves that our college is
going from strength to strength, showing
improvements in attendance, WACE and
VET courses, with great completion rates
in School Based Traineeships and Vet-inSchools TAFE courses.
Thank you to all those individuals,
businesses and organisations that
have again so generously supported
our students with the donation of
prizes to acknowledge the outstanding
achievements of our students over their
time at the college.

Andrew Hastie MP
Australian Super Awards
Azztek Kitchens
Church of Holy Spirit
City of Mandurah
Coastal Business Equipment
David Templeman MLA
Emma Blyth
Hot Klobba
Jacksons Drawing Supplies
Lions Club Falcon
Lions Club Mandurah
Peel Flower House
Ralph Sarich
Rotary Club Mandurah
Slater Gartrell Sports
Uniting Outreach Mandurah
Zac Kirkup MP
We wish all the students well with
their future pathways, and remember
Explore. Dream. Discover and never give
up.

Pam Micklewright
VET Coordinator
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End of the Junior School Year
Well the time has finally come to say
goodbye to a very busy and rewarding
2017 in Junior school. This has been my
first year at Coodanup College and it is
fair to say that, every day I am proud
of the students, teachers and school
community, as we all work together
to strive for our own personal and
college goals.
This month we celebrated some of our
successes at both of our Year 12 and
our Year 7 to 11 Awards ceremony. The
Year 12 Finishing ceremony, my first,
was a great celebration for the end of
schooling at the college for our year
twelve students. The following day we
were back at our beautifully presented
Gymnasium as we recognised those
students who have achieved greatness
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End of the Junior School Year
in our Year 7 to 11 classes. I was pleased
with the variety of names receiving
recognition, demonstrating the variety
of diverse talents we have at the college.
To top off our subject awards the college
also recognised the Principal’s award
and Citizenship awards, to students
who achieve across a variety of areas
in the college and also in the college
community. I would like to take the time
to thank all those staff and students
involved in the organisation of both
fantastic celebrations of Coodanup
College life, and also recognise how
great our students and parents were as
an audience. I have been involved in a
number of events at a few schools and
I believe that the 2017 events were the
best, most respectful school audience
that I have seen.
YEAR 6 ORIENTATION
This term we had a fantastic day of
activities as our Year 6 students from
our feeder primary schools, joined us
for a day of orientation at the college.
Our Transition Team planned an
engaging timetable that enabled us to
get to know the students as they build
positive relationships with their peers.
The highlight of the day was to see the
students meet new classmates and start
to build collaborative skills in our college
context. The day culminated with a fun
water game that was organised by our
college Chaplain and was thoroughly
enjoyed by the students.
Thank you to all the staff that helped in
the organisation and especially to Ms Toy
and Ms Muir who have worked all year
on making the transition to Coodanup
College so smooth.
GOODBYES
From myself and the Junior school staff,
I would like to wish all the community a
safe and rewarding break and hope that
I see all students bright eyed next year
as we again embark on the next stage
of our journey to EXPLORE, DREAM and
DISCOVER.
Best Wishes

Mark Utley
Deputy Principal
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Applying for Unique Students Identifier numbers
The college has been requested by
the Education Department to have
all students apply for a new student
number.
This is called USI meaning Unique
Student Identifier.
All students in Australia need to
have this number to enrol in further
education once they leave school
and to receive any certificates they
achieve whilst at school.
The college cannot enrol any student
in VET, TAFE or Traineeship courses
without this number.

STUDENT QUICK GUIDE
HOW TO CREATE A USI
Go to www.usi.gov.au

Select ‘Student Login’

All of our students will need a USI
number so please support our college
in this process and ensure your child
has their USI number by logging on to
the website below.
You will need to have identification
for your child once you log onto
the website. This can be one of the
following:• Learners Permit
•M
 edicare Card – this is the
easiest form of ID to apply with
• Australian Passport
• Visa

Your password must
be at least 9 characters
long, contain a lowercase
letter, an uppercase
letter and a number or
special character

Agree To Terms and Conditions

Select ‘Create USI’

Enter all of your
name(s) as they
appear on the
form of ID you
are using to
create your USI

Your Help
Request will be
sent to the USI
Office so that
we can help you
with the creation
of your USI

You will need a form of ID to create your
USI such as a:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Driver’s Licence
Medicare Card
Passport (Australian)
Non-Australian Passport
(with Australian Visa)
Birth Certificate (Australian)
Certificate of Registration by Descent
Citizenship Certificate
ImmiCard

www.usi.gov.au.
Select Create USI, follow the prompts
and fill in the form.

If your account is not
activated you won’t
be able to view your
transcript

You will need a
current form of ID if you
want to change your
name(s) or date of birth

HOW TO ACTIVATE
YOUR USI ACCOUNT
If a training organisation created a USI for you,
activate your USI account by:
1. Clicking on the link that was sent to either your
e-mail address or mobile number.
2. Once you have clicked on the link you will be asked
to set up a password and two check questions.
3. You will then be able to login to your USI account.
Your training organisation cannot do this part for you.

HOW TO UPDATE PERSONAL
OR CONTACT DETAILS
You can change your personal and contact details by
logging in to your USI account and selecting either
‘Update Personal details’ or ‘Update Contact details’.
If you have given your training organisation
permission to update your details they can make the
changes for you.

Please return to Coodanup College Front Office

Unique Student Identifier Number:

If your ID does not
verify click “Next” two
more times to show the
Request Help link. Create
a Help Request and write
down your HR number

Follow the steps to create a USI

• Birth Certificate – NOT an extract

Student Name:

Your USI is yours
for life and you will
need to take it with
you every time you
enrol in training

Yr:
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VET News
construction course] from course
counselling next April. So it’s a taster
for them too.
“It’s really good that it’s hands on
experience because their idea of what
brick laying is and what gyprock is, is
actually different to actually doing it.

Mr Cochrane said he enjoyed hosting
the workshops with the students, at the
school’s Trade Training Centre.
Mr Cochrane said his main focus was
conveying important employability skills
to the students.

“In the past we’ve had people go out on
traineeships, who though they wanted
to do construction, and when they
actually got to a building site it wasn’t
what they wanted.

“It’s 90 per cent about employability
skills,” he said.
“Employers don’t want someone that’s
highly skilled. They’re interested in
people with attitude… people that turn
up every day, that when there’s nothing
to do pick the broom up and start
sweeping the floor.

Work place learning coordinator Louise
Carville said the initiative was a great
introduction for some students.
“It gives them a real work experience
and shows them what it’s actually like,”
she said.
Students at Coodanup College have
gained hands on experience in
various trades this week, as part of
their “try a trade” initiative.
VET and future pathways coordinator
Pam Micklewright said the opportunity
showcased just one of the many diverse
educational experiences on offer at the
school.
The three day course saw 17 year nine
and ten students take to their tools,
learning skills such as brick laying and
solid plastering.
Also the school’s year 12 leader, Ms
Micklewright said it was pleasing to see
students enjoying themselves while
learning about different trades.
“Some [students] are doing the
construction course next year,” she
said.
“It’s a nice taster for them before they
go into the full construction course.
“It’s a two year course and they [year
10 students] chose it through course
counselling.
“The other ones are year nines who
might be wanting to pick it [the

Ms Micklewright said the three day “try
a trade” initiative ran each year and was
well-received by students and teachers.

“That’s what they’re interested in,
because if they have that then they
can teach them whatever they need to
know.

“They’ve all turned up ready and
willing,” she said.

“If they don’t have that you can’t teach
them anything.”

Ms Micklewright said unfortunately
there wasn’t any girls participating in
this week’s workshops.

Ms Micklewright said try a trade was
funded by the Construction Training
Fund.

“We try to encourage girls because
industry want girls, and there’s a lot of
scholarships out there for them,” she
said.

For more information on Coodanup
College visit their website or Facebook
page or on Old School Technical
Training visit their website.

Ms Micklewright made special mention
to Old School Technical Training for
implementing the workshops.

http://www.mandurahmail.com.au/
story/5010196/try-a-trade-inspirescoodanup-students/#slide=12

“The RTO that we use at the moment is
really good with our students,” she
said.
“They’re a local business. They also
run the construction course as
well.
“We’ve got a great partnership
with them.
Ms Micklewright said it was
an advantage to have trainer
Graham Cochrane’s knowledge
at the helm of the workshops.
“He’s a good mentor as well as
a construction guy. He has a lot
of success with the kids,” she
said.

2018 - Sec
ondary Ass
istance,
Contributio
ns and cha
rges

2018 - Seco
ndary Assis
tance can
be claimed
and contrib
u
tions and
charges pa
id at our Ad
ministratio
Office betw
n
een 8.00am
a
n
d
4
.0
0pm
daily or alt
ernatively A
dministrati
on
will remain
open on Th
u
rs
d
a
y
15 February
and Thursd
ay 22
February 2
018 until 6.0
0pm.
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Goals 4 Girls
through forests, building rafts, canoeing,
trekking and using their survival skills “lost
on Mt Nanga”. This was very challenging
for many students who had to overcome
their personal fears.
With a focus on “free being me” our
art classes enabled us to capture our
dreams by creating dream catchers,
working in small groups on our friendship
paintings, tie dying, wire art, beading and
Zantangles which are all activities well
researched in the Management of Stress
and Anxiety in a space creating calm and
tranquillity. In addition we are very proud
of our new Goals 4 Girls banner designed
and produced by the Year 9 and 10 girls.

Term 4 already! It’s been such an
exciting time for the Goals 4 Girls at
Coodanup College. This term has seen
some amazing culmination of efforts
from both the students and staff
and includes; the Nanga Bush Camp,
the Regional Arts Summit, The Trade
Centre launch, drumming rhythms,
artistic pursuits and volunteer work
with Earth Assist. Thanks to Alcoa of
Australia’s Pinjarra Alumina Refinery
who has provided strong ongoing
support.
The Camp was awesome, with 40 girls
attending and enjoying outdoor pursuits
that had them climbing towers, zip lining

Circus again was an integral part of the
program this term with our Artistic Circus
Director, Tracy Harrington working hard
to create performances for the Regional
Arts Summit and Trades Skills Centre
Launch. The girls were mentored by
youth from Pulse WA Inc., to develop
a high level of skills in acrobatics and
aerials performing alongside other Peel
Regional schools in the Manjar Square,
Kaya opening at the Regional Summit
on Thursday 12 October. The girls were
amazing and provided the audience with
an amazing display of skills. With new
found confidence the girls were excited
at the prospect of another performance
in front of VIP’s with the launch of Trades
Skills Centre.
Drumming fortunate to

We have been very
engage Max Carter,

Drummer extraordinaire, and youth
worker at Billy Dower Youth Centre, to
work with the girls to develop positive
relationships, teamwork skills and
drumming techniques in efforts to
empower students to be more resilient
and positive about themselves and their
community.
With the year coming to an end, I would
like to sincerely thank my co-worker,
Tracy Harrington for her tireless efforts
working in collaboration with myself, the
community and the students to achieve a
positive outcome for the girls in the Goals
4 Girls program.

Goals 4 Girls Coordinator
Lisa Webster
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Food Technology
which has required him to have a very
expensive operation which he is now
recovering from. If you would like to buy
a raffle ticket, please come to the college
and purchase one before the end of
term.
The students have all equipped
themselves marvellously once again this
term and we have had lots of busy fun
lessons making good every day foods. I
have taken on doing some basic cooking
with Ms Bell’s CLAN class, as I really think
all our students need to learn how to feed
themselves – they have done a fantastic
job. Hopefully, we can continue in some
way to build on this in the future.
As the year comes to an end, most
of the lower school classes will be
doing Christmas cooking with the
students having a bag or 2 of goodies
to take home and share or to enjoy
for themselves. As per normal we are
flat-out until the last minute in Home
Economics.

We have several students doing Ginger
bread houses – one for the Christmas
Carols & Fair raffle and one for another
raffle with all funds from both going
towards medical expenses for our
Educational Dog ‘Justus’. If you are not
aware, Justus had an accident this week

From all the staff in the Home Economics
department, we wish you all a Happy and
safe Christmas and holiday season.

Tamara Gavrilovic
Home Economics

Year 7 and Year 8 News
Firstly, congratulations to the students who received
awards and promising reports. Those awarded have
shown that with the right attitude and application,
you get the results that you deserve.
Although we have a week to go, we are now one per cent
behind Year 7 in the race for top attendance in a Year
group. We still have a few weeks to hopefully change this
and beat the Year 7s! Not that Miss Whild and myself are
competitive however, I have worked out that by averages
we have had the best attendance over the whole academic
year even if Year 7 have overtaken us in the last few weeks.
This is a great achievement and should be celebrated. In
assembly we discuss attendance and there seems to be
a dip on a Friday. Please remind your children that they
should be in school on a Friday and this is something that
we will target next year with new strategies.
Next year is a big year for our Year group as the senior
group of Junior school. High expectation will be required
in terms of uniform, equipment and behaviour. As in our
PBS matrix, we will be proud!

Ben Jones
Year 7 Teacher
Year 8 Coordinator

Coodanup College Proudly presentS

CAROLS
BY CANDLELIGHT

& Fair

F r i d ay 8 D e c e m b e r
5pm - 8pm
ALCOHOL
FREE
EVENT

COODANUP COLLEGE, Wanjeep St,mandurah

Please bring chairs & picnic blanket
• Coffee Van & drinks
• Fairy floss, popcorn, bouncy castle
• Petting Zoo
• Face Painting
• Food Trucks
• Ice cream VAN
• Kids Christmas CRAFT
• Santa
• Xmas stalls
• LED Candles
• Sausage Sizzle
• Xmas raffles
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Mandurah Trades Skills Centre open for
business at Coodanup College
examples of growing industries in need
of skilled workers.
“Australia would not work without our
tradies,” said Mr Hastie.
“I congratulate the entire school
community for its foresight in getting
this centre up and running.”
Ms McKeown said youth unemployment
in the region was running at an alarming
20 per cent.
“As a consortium of schools we know
very well the impacts that this has for our
students,” she said.

Canning MP Andrew Hastie opened
the Mandurah Trades Skills Centre
at Coodanup College on Wednesday
with a $3.3 million investment by the
federal government to help transition
local students from school, into the
workforce, and on to careers.
The opening ceremony was also attended
by Murray-Wellington MP Robyn Clarke
and City of Mandurah Mayor Rhys
Williams.
Coodanup
College
Principal
Vicki
McKeown welcomed the opening and
said the centre would boost the job
opportunities of students in the region.
Mr Hastie said Mandurah needed
to equip students with high quality
vocational skills.
“By giving local students skills for life,
the centre will bring economic security
to our students in a workforce that’s
increasingly automated,” he said.
“Vocational training matters.”
“The construction industry is the single
largest employer in this city. 1256
houses were approved for construction
last year, and that’s before we even
consider non-residential and commercial
development.”
Mr Hastie welcomed the Centre’s
inclusion of painting and construction
workshops as part of its curriculum for
students.

“My constituents have been clear: we
need local jobs for local tradies,” he said.
Mr Hastie pointed to regional projects
such
as
the
Mandurah
Forum
redevelopment and the production of
vessels at Henderson shipyard as prime

“Coodanup in particular services a
community that has significant social
disadvantage within the region and we’re
always striving to provide real life skills
and experiences that allow our students
to be competitive with their peers in
gaining meaningful employment.”
Story courtesy of Mandurah Mail
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College Communications
How the college will communicate to
our parents/carers in 2018


College Facebook—the college Facebook will provide you with up to date information as it is released. It is for information only, so we encourage you to like
our page to receive the information at www.facebook.com/coodanupcollege



Electronic sign—our electronic sign at the front of the college will also advise
you of special dates and important notices.



Electronic emails Ͳ this delivers the colleges letters, invitations and newsletter
straight to your email address. This email system stores all parents/carer email
addresses, which then in turn gives us the ability to send letters straight to your
email. Please ensure that your current email address is on file at the college.



Website—the college website is where you will find our events, the Australian
Curriculum, college programs, policies and procedures, uniform information etc.
Please use the website for additional information that is pertinent to your child
and yourself. www.coodanup.wa.edu.au



SMS—we will still continue to use this service to advise you of urgent messages.



Newsletter—our EͲNewsletter is sent by email straight to your email address or
you can access from the college website or school app.



Parent Teacher Online—this is the new way to make an appointment with
your child’s teacher for parent interviews. It is all done online very simply.

Why pay school
fees?
•
•
•

•

•
•

It is important to pay our school fees each year 
The college advises parent/guardians when fees are due
School fees should be paid annually, and special arrangements can be made with the college
in assisting with a payment structure

Money from voluntary contributions and charges is used by the college towards the cost of
certain materials, services and facilities for students 
This includes stationery items, art and craft materials, textbooks and photocopy materials 
Parents may also be asked to pay for extra options, such as camps, excursions, swimming 
lessons and social outings, and particular charges are applicable for Year 11 and 12 courses. 



**Please be reminded that the 2017 outstanding fees are now due
and payment can be made at the college Administration Office**

