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“Twenty years from now you 
will be more disappointed by 
the things that you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do. 

So throw off the bowlines. 
Sail away from the safe 

harbour. Catch the trade 
winds in your sails. 

Explore. Dream. Discover.“
Mark Twain

Explore. Dream. Discover.

Here we are again, getting very close to another 
very busy term.  Our larger than previous Year 7 
Cohort have started well and are quickly settling 
into the world of Secondary School.  Unfortunately 
the weather prevented the Year 7 sleepover to go 
ahead but a fun day is being finalised currently to 
make it up to the very disappointed students.

A lot has been happening throughout the College 
over the term.  The Student Leaders, Inspire students 
and Faction Leaders enjoyed a three night camp in 

Busselton.  This is now a very large group of wonderful ambassadors for our College.  Once 
again, I received compliments on the behaviour and manners of our students from camp 
organisers. 

The Bushranger Program is going from strength to strength with numbers growing 
significantly this year.  A camp to Fairbridge is coming up very soon for this excited group 
of students.

For the first time this year our College took part in Crab Fest.  We had 52 students and a 
number of staff take the time to be involved.  Students were interviewed by the radio and 
the Robotic display was a real hit.  The team is already thinking about what to do bigger and 
better next year.

Some other activities so far this year have been our commitment through our involvement 
in Bullying No Way Day and the celebration of Harmony Day with a showcase of talent from 
the student body.

Our Year 10-12 students who had yet to meet the Literacy and Numeracy requirements 
for WACE graduation have participated in their OLNA in the last few weeks.  This is a very 
important part of the student’s educational program.  Students get the opportunity to 
attempt the test twice a year to ensure they are given the best possible chance of meeting 
this requirement.  Teachers will work with students to address areas of concern identified 
by the test prior to the second test in September this year.

Progress Reports for all students will be posted out in Week 10 and a Parent Afternoon will 
take place on Monday May 1, starting at 1.45pm.  Appointments will be managed on line 
again this year.  Further details will be provided with the reports.

I would like to thank Parents and Carers for the support you give our College by working 
with us to best meet the needs of your young people.  Teenage years are not easy to 
navigate always but working as a team we have a lot better chance of having our student ‘s 
achieve good results.

I wish you all a safe and happy holiday.

Ms. Vicki McKeown 
Principal
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Term Dates
Last Day of Term 1, 7 April Pupil Free Day Monday 24 April Public Holiday ANZAC Day  Tuesday 25 April Term 2 commences Wednesday  26 April 2017 

Year 8 - News
This term has been an interesting transition for Year 8. 
They are no longer the smallest ones and with this carries 
some expectation and responsibility. 

I am very proud to announce that the College uniform is still being 
worn correctly and that attendance is still the highest (ok, joint 
highest!) in the College. This ties into our PBS commitment that we 
will be proud to wear our uniform and we will learn by coming 
to College on time.

Maintaining our high expectations is important for many reasons 
but here are a few. This year we have been joined by numerous 
students from local schools and afar who have joined in Year 8. 
They have seen the standard set by our Year group and have 

maintained this standard. The Year 7’s have the Year 8 students 
to look up to and are adapting well to their new surroundings. 
They are aware of what is expected of them, helped in part by 
seeing the older students in the playground in their uniform. Our 
high levels of attendance ensure students are maximising their 
potential in class. Missing just a few days of school can impact on 
vital learning of a particular topic or curriculum area and this is 
being kept to a minimum.

Keep it up Year 8, fantastic start to the year! 

Mr Jones 
Teacher

As of February 2017, Coodanup College has signed up to become a part of the Mentally Healthy Schools program to 
promote the Act-Belong-Commit ethos throughout our whole school community. At Coodanup College we believe 
that student (and staff) mental health and wellbeing are one of our biggest priorities, and that to work to the best of 
our ability, we need to keep mentally healthy.

Act-Belong-Commit is a mental health promotion campaign that encourages everyone to take action to protect 
and promote their own mental wellbeing. Being active, having a sense of belonging and having a purpose in life all 
contribute to happiness and good mental health. At Coodanup College there are so many opportunities for our 

students to act, belong and commit, and we hope to highlight these events and activities throughout the year. Look out for sports carnivals 
and lunch time faction games and get involved in some way to boost your own wellbeing, like being a parent volunteer, sitting on a school 
committee or participating in a careers carousel where you talk to students about your job.

We hope by promoting the Act-Belong-Commit message around the school, it not only educates young people about what they can do to 
prevent the onset of mental illness, but also encourages them to participate in all the activities that are on offer to be active, join in lunchtime 
and after school groups,  and do good things for others. To find out more about Act-Belong-Commit, visit the website.

Mentally Healthy Schools

PTO - Parent Teacher Online
This week you will receive a letter/email to confirm 

the process for booking Parent Teacher Interviews online.

These interviews will be conducted from  

1.45pm until 5.30pm at the College on 

Monday 1 May 2017.

Are your personal records up to date?
It is so important that you keep us informed of any email or change of 

address details.  If we can’t contact you, you will be missing out on vital 

information from the College. 

Please contact Administration to advise of any new details.

College Uniform  ReminderAlways wear your full College uniform.• Change into Physical Education uniform  when attending PE lessons.• Always wear closed in shoes.• Follow the directions of any teacher to put  
on your College uniform or ring home to get a  uniform brought to the College.
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The Arts
Welcome back to all students, parents and teachers to a 
new school year! The Arts Department would like to give a 
warm welcome to Mr Mark McLeod who is joining us as a 
music teacher this year.

Students are encouraged to fully participate in all learning 
experiences in The Arts as we build so many important life 
skills and have fun in the process. Attending all lessons 
helps them achieve this. Progress reports will be coming 
out soon so you can see how your child is tracking in the 
Arts subjects.

DRAMA:

This year in Drama we have classes from Year 7 to 10. Students are 
working with body language and expressive movement, mask, film 
and the Year 10s are studying “The Importance of being Ernest,” 
by Oscar Wilde as part of their studies on realism.

All students have come to class and been enthusiastic learners, 
stretching beyond their comfort zone to perform in front of 
their peers and using their imagination to come up with some 
interesting performance pieces.

STAGECRAFT:

Stage craft this year is being run in Years 8 and 9. The Year 8s 
are currently making their own masks, working with papier machѐ, 
plasticine and a whole array of other resources. They are really 
enjoying being creative and being able to take their ideas from 
page to reality. 

The Year 9s are making puppets. We are using lots of recyclable 
materials to create heads, arms, legs and bodies and are 
experimenting with how to make them move. We have some brave 
students making marionettes while others are working with rods 
or creating hand puppets. I hope to have these amazing pieces of 
work on display at some point in the year.

If you have any materials that could be used to make puppets 
or used as decorations [feathers, material, cardboard rolls, egg 
cartons, cardboard boxes, sequins, sewing accessories etc.] that 
you would like to donate, please drop them at the Administration 
office for the attention of Amie Leggett.

TALENT SHOW:

This year we aim to have a school talent show. The competition will 
run at lunch times in week 4 Term 2. You can elect to compete in 
several categories:

• Media: Short films, movie trailers, advertisements

• Performing Arts 1: Dance, Drama, Circus [no ariels]

• Performing arts 2: Singing, musical instruments

• Visual Arts: Drawings, painting, sculpture, installations.

Categories will run based on expressions of interest. 
Please see Mrs Leggett in E6 during Homeroom, Monday to 
Thursday to submit your interest. Expressions close Term 
2 Week 2.

SCHOOLSTREAM APP
Now available, please see the last page of our newsletter for instructions on 

how to load the APP free onto your smart phone for free.

This APP will help us communicate with you and 
advise you of any important information.



You are cordially invited to attend

Coodanup College ANZAC  
Assembly 2017

Friday 7 April, 2017

At 11.30am

Venue: College Gym

Light refreshments will be provided
At this assembly, we will provide an opportunity for guests to recognise 

family members who served overseas in the Australian/New Zealand 
armed forces. 

If you wish to be included, 
Please RSVP Helen Stewart with the names of those 

attending by email to:-
 helen.stewart@education.wa.edu.au

or phone (08) 9581 0900
 

Classroom Cash  
$20,000 in cash 
to be won!
The West Australian, The Sunday Times 
and Channel Seven are giving West 
Australian Schools the chance to WIN a 
share of $20,000 to help buy the things 
you need that make learning that little 
bit more fun!

On weekends 18-19, 25-26 March and 
1-2 April 2017 an entry coupon will 
appear in The Weekend West and The 
Sunday Times. To be in the running to 
WIN, Coodanup College needs your 
help to WIN a share of the $20,000 
by assisting in achieving the required 
coupons to help buy the things that will 
make learning that little more fun.

To help us achieve this, if you do 
not require your coupon, we would 
appreciate it if you could donate your 
coupon to the College by handing it 
into our Administration Office.

The more entries collected, 
the more chance to WIN

The school with the most 
entries will WIN $5,000

Coodanup College cannot achieve this 
on their own, so with your generous 
donation of the coupon/s, you are 
helping us achieve our goal for our 
students.

Thank you for your continued support.

Just a reminder that applications close for Secondary Assistance on Friday 7 
April.   

If you have a current Centrelink Health Care Card, Pensioner Concession Card or 
Veteran’s Affairs Pensioner Card, please call into Administration to complete the form.  
This assistance pays $235 to the College towards your child’s fees and $115 goes directly 
into your bank account for other expenses.  

Please note that you cannot claim Secondary Assistance if you have already applied 
for Abstudy.  An Abstudy Supplementary Assistance form can also be completed at 
Administration which pays the College $79 towards your child’s fees for those that have 
already claimed Abstudy.

In both instances, please ensure that you bring your current concession card when 
completing the form in order for it to be witnessed before it can be processed.

For further information please call (08) 9581 0900.

Secondary Assistance

Invitation
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Goals 4 Girls (G4G)
The Goals 4 Girls this year has commenced with team 
building activities focussing on designing banners with a 
focus on students passions and the theme “Free Being Me”.   
This theme is based around the concept of building ‘strong 
women’ in our community. 

The program provides many hands-on learning experiences 
that build healthy relationships through a range of skills that 
will engender leadership, communication and teamwork skills. 
Through these experiences we promote health and wellbeing.  
The Year 7s are participating in workshops with World Class 
Boxer, Danny Heys from the Billy Dower Centre and the Year 8s 
are enjoying hip hop dance with Louisa Grant from Wicked Dance 
Works.   Both Year 7 and 8 classes have been provided with the 
opportunity to participate in Circus weekly classes with Tracy 
Harrington, Director of Pulse Circus WA Incorporated.

The Year 9 and 10 girls are integral to the planning of their 
program which focuses around their passions.  The girls are 
actively involved in new and exciting learning experiences which 
include the development of “The G4G’s Organic Juice Bar”, soon to 
be launched as a healthy food option at Coodanup College.  This 
enterprising initiative will provide the girls with the opportunity to 
plan and implement their own small business.  

Other students are enjoying their chosen passions in music and 
circus arts with Tracy,  and are developing skills in  aerial arts, 
general circus, acrobatics and adagio. A major focus this year is 
on ‘Mindfulness’ and being ‘Grateful’.  Students are engaged in 
community events, visiting nursing homes, working with Earth 
Assist on local conservation and community projects.

All proceeds from our activities will be going to support the Nanga 
Bush Camp that is proposed for October this year. This is an 
annual camp which allows the girls to challenge their fears, build 
stronger relationships and develop team skills. A highlight of the 
camp is not only the adventure but the yarns and music around 
a camp fire.

Our collective aim of the Goals 4 Girls program is to continue 
to build strong young healthy women who will be positive role 
models for all girls in the Coodanup College’s school community.

Lisa Webster & Tracy Harrington 
Goals 4 Girls Team

Mobile Phone and Computer useA reminder of College policies regarding mobile phones  
and computer use.• Students to have mobile phones off and away in College bags at all times. • Students to only use mobile phones out of College hours.• Students to use their internet account to look for acceptable material  that is only related to learning at College.• Students to only use their own log-in account and keep their personal  
password secure.

• Students to make sure internet use is as efficient as possible.• Students to abide by Copyright Laws and do not download or  
install any software.
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Inspire Academy
Term 1 has been a busy start for the Inspire Academy, and 
we have welcomed nineteen new Year 7s into the Inspire 
Academy. Three of these students were successful in 
winning a fully paid scholarship for 2017. The scholarship 
pays for: camps and excursions, school fees, school 
uniforms, tuition and books and stationary. This is valued 
over one thousand dollars. I’m pleased to say, that all 
students who had applied for the 2017 scholarship, did 
really well and it was one of the hardest decisions Ms Kerr 
and I had to make, selecting the winners. 

This year the Inspire Academy will be working alongside many 
talented staff and students from Coodanup College at Crab Fest. 
We will be showcasing Inspire Lego Robotics, Factions Leaders, 
Student Leaders and more. I would like to specially thank Ms 
Campbell, Ms Price, Ms Whild and all of the students who helped 
out during those two days.  

I personally would like to wish our Inspire Academy 2016 Year 12 
students, all the best in their new adventures studying at Murdoch 
and Curtin Universities. Many of these young adults are studying  

Bachelor of Psychology, Bachelor of Education/Science majoring 
in Secondary Education and Environmental Science, Bachelor of 
Arts, Majoring in Criminology, Bachelor of Science Majoring in both 
Conservation and Wildlife Biology and Animal Health, Bachelor of 
Technology, majoring in Internetworking and Network Security, 
Bachelor of Science and doing Bridging courses to gain entrance 
into university. Good luck with your studies and enjoy the time at 
Murdoch and Curtin Universities. 

INSPIRE/LEADERSHIP AND FACTION CAMP

Sixty six students joined Ms Chris Bennett, Ms Judy Campbell, Ms 
Steph Whild and Mr Marcel DeFries on a 3 day Inspire/Leaders and 
Faction camp at Bayview Geographe Bay Resort in Busselton. All 
students participated in team building activities, problem solving 
and working on their Individual Pathway Plans. There was plenty of 
laughter from students and teachers.

Chris Bennett  
Inspire Academy Coordinator

I have had a really good camp. I loved how the Faction Captains, Student Leaders and Inspire students were all together this year. I had a really fun time talking to the older students. I love how we were together for activities. I had a fun time talking to people I wouldn’t usually talk to. It has been very fun.  
I loved it. 

Jenna- Student

This camp has been the best camp ever. We have done lots of activities and 

I have also made some new friendships. I shared a villa with some other 

awesome people and some of my friendships that I made were in a different 

year level as me, which was good. Thank you everyone for making this camp 

awesome.
Ebony

The Inspire/Faction Captains and Student Leaders camp was really good. At camp I learnt a team building exercise and set new goals for myself. My peers are supportive of my new goals. On the first day, we got to go and explore the beautiful town of Busselton. I saw many interesting things; I saw the longest jetty in the southern hemisphere, amazing wild life and exotic flowers. The next day we had to socialise with new people and I got to meet a lot of new people who are now my friends.
Jasmin

The Inspire/House Captains and Student Leaders all went on a camp to 

Busselton and stayed at Bayview Resort.  On the first day we got to go into 

town. For dinner we had pizza and it was amazing. On Thursday, we went to 

the beach and the pool. Overall, the camp was really good. I’m happy I went. 

Jaydee
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The National Day of Action against 
Bullying and Violence (NDA)

The National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence (NDA) is Australia’s key anti-bullying event for schools, encouraging 
all students to ‘take a stand together’ against bullying and violence in schools, the classroom and beyond.

On Friday 17 March 2017, Coodanup College joined in the nationwide movement to stand united against bullying and violence. In 
support of the One Million Stars to End Violence project, Coodanup College pledged to weave stars and send to the NDA. Each star 
woven will represent our commitment towards a bullying and violence free environment. The stars made will be part of a massive public 
art installation at the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games.  

Helpline Numbers
Helpful links for your family’s health and safety:Kids Helpline http://www.kidshelp.com.au/ Beyond Blue https://www.beyondblue.org.au Headspace http://headspace.org.au/ Reach Out http://au.reachout.com  Bullying No Way http://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ Cybersmart https://esafety.gov.au/  ThinkUKnow Australia http://www.thinkuknow.org.au/  Peel Youth Medical Service (PYMS) http://www.gpdownsouth.com.au/youth-health/  Peel Youth Services http://www.peelyouthservices.com.au/  Mental Health Emergency Response Line http://www.nmahsmh.health.wa.gov.au/emergency/ Dyslexia SPELD Foundation https://dsf.net.au/

Email: Coodanup.col.absent@education.wa.edu.au

Attendance Officer: Mob 0491 227 583

  Phone 9581 0916

Please contact the school before 9am

NOT AT SCHOOL TODAY?
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) News
It has been a very busy and exciting start to the school year 
in the VET (Vocational Education and Training) Department, 
with thirty students commencing their School Based 
Traineeships in the community. 

This is a great opportunity for the students who successfully 
applied and passed their interviews in 2016 to gain these highly 
sought after Traineeships. Well done, to all those who are now 
out in the working world!  The industry areas they are involved 
in, include; Retail, Business, Community Services (Aged Care or 
Childcare Focus), Engineering, Hairdressing, Hospitality, Kitchen 
Operations and Sport & Recreation.  Students are required to 
spend one or two days per week in a workplace and are expected 
to complete a series of theory workbooks, this helps link the 
practical elements to the theoretical components of the course.  
Each trainee must also attend four training days per year in either 
Rockingham or Fremantle, to address the components of their 
qualification that they are unable to meet in their workplace. 

Dream Racha (above) undertook Work Place Learning in a 
hairdressing salon in Year 11, which enabled her to apply for a 
School Based Traineeship in Year 12.  

Students who complete successful work placements in Years 10 
or 11, are eligible to apply for a school based traineeship in Year 
12.  Suitable applicants will subsequently be offered an interview 
to see if they are suitable.  The qualities that every employer want 
their trainees to have are ENTHUSIASM, RELIABILITY and to be 
HARDWORKING !!

We currently have Certificate II courses delivered on-site at 
Coodanup College in the following areas; Automotive, Digital 

Media, Agriculture, Sport Coaching, Engineering, Visual Arts, 
Hospitality, Construction Pathways, Hairdressing and Skills for 
Vocational Pathways.  

Many of our students applied for Vet-in-Schools places, during 
the course counselling process last year.  The courses are offered 
by South Metro and North Metro TAFE and are delivered off-
site.  These students were successful in gaining places in the 
following industry areas; Engineering Pathways, Retail Cosmetics, 
Community Services, Kitchen Operations (Pre-Apprenticeship), 
Building & Construction, Hairdressing and Health Services 
Assistant.   Students are required to travel to various campuses 
throughout the region on a selected day of each week (some 
courses require two days). 

Pam Micklewright  
VET & Future Pathways Coordinator



How to get the School Stream app on your mobile device

1. From your mobile device go to the App Store (iPhone/iPad) or Play Store (Android), 
             search for School Stream and download the app to your phone.
2. Make sure you agree to push notifications
3. Once School Stream has nished installing, open the app, type your school name 
             into the search then select your school.  For more detailed instructions go to 
 schoolstream.com.au/download
4. Are your children attending different schools? Tap the school selector,  select add a 
              school, type the school name* into the search then add. Jump between your children’s schools 
              by touching the school name/logo in the top blue bar, or switch schools from the slide-in menu.
 *Any additional schools will need to be licensed users of School Stream to appear in the app.

Choose what notifications you receive

1. Open the School Stream app on your mobile device
2. From the slide-in menu, go to Settings
3. Under Edit/Alerts select My Schools and select your School to open the Notications page
4. Toggle notications  on or off individually (e.g. Alerts, Events, Newsletters, etc.)
5. When you have nished, use the Back button to return to the Settings page, then select 
              Done to return to your School

Return at any time to change the notications you receive.

Don’t have a smartphone? 

If you don’t have access to a smartphone and require information to be delivered via traditional 
methods (printed notices & email), please ll out the form below and submit it to the school ofce.

Family name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

ClassStudents Name

Please indicate the reason:

I don’t have access to a smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, etc.)
I prefer not to receive information from the school on my smartphone
Other (please specify)________________________________________________

1 FREE school app 
Receive school information, instantly and directly to your smartphone
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