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C O O D A N U P  C O L L E G E  N E W S

“Twenty years from now you 
will be more disappointed by 
the things that you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do. 

So throw off the bowlines. 
Sail away from the safe 

harbour. Catch the trade 
winds in your sails. 

Explore. Dream. Discover.“
Mark Twain

Explore. Dream. Discover.
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I cannot believe that we are already close to 
the completion of Term 3. Our Year 12 students 
are beginning to sense the reality that their 
compulsory schooling is coming to an end very 
soon, and are working hard to finish off the year 
with the best possible results. This year we have 
a small number of students completing ATAR 
studies. This is the first year in many years that 
our students will be sitting ATAR Examinations. 
We are very proud of them all and wish them the 
best with their studies. 

We were very pleased with our latest NAPLAN results that arrived earlier this term. As I say 
to the students before they sit the tests, I am not concerned about the overall achievement 
of students as they are all different and at different places in their learning. I am by far more 
interested in the progress they have made. This year our Year 9 cohort had higher progress 
than the average of ‘Like Schools’, ‘WA Public Schools’ and ‘All Australian Schools’ for every 
test area. As a Principal, I can ask for no more than that from our students and I am very 
proud of them and the teachers who have worked tirelessly to assist students to improve.

Earlier this term, we had our second parent afternoon following the distribution of the 
school reports. I would like feedback from parents about the format and suggestions on 
how we can better meet the needs of parents in getting feedback from teachers about their 
child’s progress. Please go to the website and drop us an email with your thoughts. Parent 
Afternoons can be done in a variety of ways and I am not quite sure that this format is the 
best one for our college, so I would really appreciate hearing from you.

The Year 6 transitions and student enrolments are in full swing. Students from Greenfields, 
Dudley Park, Riverside and any students wishing to enrol from non-intake schools have had 
one final visit before the full day late in Term 4. We are really pleased with the students 
who are coming to us next year and our transition staff have very much enjoyed meeting 
families during enrolment. It is really important for us to get to know each and every student 
very well prior to the start of 2018, so that they can have the best possible start to their 
secondary schooling. 

Ms. Vicki McKeown 
Principal
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Clontarf Academy explores Melbourne
On Tuesday 8 August, six Clontarf 
Academy students and two Clontarf 
staff members made the venture to 
Melbourne as part of the Academies 
major trip. The major trip is a reward 
for Year 12 students who have regularly 
attended school and have dedicated 
their efforts to completing their studies 
at Coodanup College.

The students were treated to some 
amazing activities that Melbourne had 
to offer and below are the activities 
that were undertaken with the Clontarf 
Academy:

• Attended four AFL and one NRL games;

•  Visit and tour of Carlton FC, Melbourne 
FC and Melbourne Storm facilities;

•  Corporate presentation to Pinsent 
Masons (Commercial Lawyers);

•  Community Activity with Les 
Tweentyman and the homeless in 
Footscray ;

• Visit and tour Fox Footy studios;

•  Tour of MCG / Museum and Etihad 
Stadium;

•  Guest Speakers – Jason McCartney 
(AFL) and former student Brad Lynch 
(AFL Western Bulldogs);

• Visit Eureka Tower – Sky deck 88;

• Explore Melbourne CBD;

•  Laser tag at Galactic Circus / Rock-
climbing;

• Shopping at DFO outlets.

Each student was amazed how big and 
multicultural Melbourne was compared 
to Perth. All the students said that they 
want to come back to Melbourne and all 
the hard work that they put in at school 
was well worth it. They are now talking 
to the younger Academy members 
about the adventure and opportunities 
that will come their way if they put in the 
effort. 
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R U OK? Day
The College will be holding their 
annual R U OK? Day on Thursday 14 
September 2017.

•  Ninja Course - Students can purchase a turn on the legendary 
course for 100 Vivo points.

•  Pikachu – Students can hire the Pikachu mascot costume for 
100 Vivo Points (Sold Out)

• Flic’s Kitchen - lunchtime

• Wearing yellow, weird and wonderful: Something we’re 
never too young to learn is that asking, “are you ok?” can make 
a difference - and it’s a message R U OK? wants to take into 
Coodanup College. We want all students and staff to show their 
support by wearing something ‘Yellow, Weird and Wonderful’ on R 
U OK? Day. 

• Special Guest – Peter Lyndon-James presentation 
We are excited to announce that Peter Lyndon-James, Australian 
of the Year, will be presenting to our students of smart life choices 
and supporting loved ones in crisis. 

•  Coast FM Cat - will be broadcasting live from the college on the 
morning.

Important Datescoming up in the year• End of Term 3 – Friday 22 September• Pupil Free Day - Monday 9 October • Term 4 Commences – Tuesday 10 October• End of Term 4 – Thursday 14 December
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Girls Academy – Regional Showcase

The Girls  Academy  had the opportunity 
to represent the academy in the 
Regional Showcase from 13 – 17 August 
in Bunbury. 

Ten of our students participated 
alongside other academies from 
Girrawheen, Kalgoorlie, Balga, Bunbury 
and Esperance, participating in 
cultural and sporting activities. Ending 
the showcase with a basketball 
tournament our girls just missed the 
finals by 6 percent.

Congratulations goes to our Year 
11 student Peta who received the 
camp legend award voted by other 
academies for her strong leadership 
and mentoring. 

Shannon LePlastrier
Girls Academy
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VET Showcase
Early in Term 3, Coodanup College held a VET (Vocational 
Education and Training) showcase to promote all of the 
Certificate II courses that we have on offer for Year 11 and 12.

The aim of this showcase was to give Year 10 students an 
understanding of what the courses were about and show them 
examples of units of work. This was important as the following 
week, the Year 10s had their course counselling interviews. 

Students were given the opportunity to talk with the teachers, ask 
questions about the course and try sample lesson activities. This 
allowed them to make an informed decision about what course 
they would be most suited to in Year 11 and 12. 

The event was an enormous success, and I want to congratulate 
the teachers for making their displays so engaging. 

Ms Kelly Bennett
Senior School Deputy

Waste Wise Battery Recycling
We have recently received a bin to recycle flat batteries. Batteries tend to end up in 
general waste (97%!) however, they should be disposed of in an appropriate way as 
they are corrosive.

Coodanup College is now able to provide small purpose made bags to transport these batteries 
to and from the home, and students should have received information in assemblies. 

This service is also available to friends and families, so if you know somebody having a clear 
out, they can pass on their unwanted batteries to students to bring in.

Mr Jones
Waste Wise Team
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Junior School Report
Welcome to semester 2 of 2017.  I am excited to be here 
at Coodanup College leading the junior school whilst 
Ms Kerr is in Waroona. It has been great getting around 
and meeting students and observing the learning taking 
place in the classrooms at the college. As a school 
leader, I personally have one goal as a leader and that 
is; students try being who they are; trying to act in line 
with our Positive Support Matrix, try to achieve their 
best in classes, and try to engage as much as possible 
in learning. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SEMESTER 2 SO FAR:

Year 6 Transition

Our transition team have had students from our Year 6 
feeder schools attending Coodanup College to experience 
the college before they are year 7s next year. The students 
have all appeared to enjoy the learning experiences that they 
undertake and have also enjoyed getting to know some of the 
teachers they may have next year. Our transition timetable also 
saw over a hundred-people come out on a wet Thursday night 
for our Year 6 parent information night. After the meeting, we 
shared some snacks and conversations with parents, students 
and teachers, in what was a really enjoyable night. 

Japanese Exchange Students

Ms Campbell and her leadership team welcomed a group of 
Japanese Exchange Students on a cultural visit to Australia. It 
has been very inspiring to see the students walking around the 
college and our students being able to share in the learning 
about one of the many cultures in our college community.

Parent Evening

It was great to meet and see a large number of parents turn up 
to the college for parent night. We feel that student success is 
a three-way collaboration of students, parents and the college 
and that parent evenings are one way we try to solidify this 
bond.  It was pleasing to see all parties working together. 

NAPLAN

Our Year 7 and 9 students have had their NAPLAN results 
come back to the college and from the college and my own 
perspective, the students need to be congratulated on 
achieving very pleasing progress and results in the tests. These 
results show that teachers and students are working together 
to improve on their learning, and value is being added to the 
education of our students.

COMING UP

R U OK?  Day and Athletics Carnival

I am looking forward to this spectacular day that is being 
combined with our athletics carnival. On Thursday 14 
September both activities will be running and this is certainly 
a highlight of the Coodanup College calendar. I am dreading 
dressing up; however it looks to be a great fun day.

Mark Utley 
Junior School Deputy

SAER Arts Program  
SAER Arts Program presents - Coodanup Rocks.

Coming to a hidden place near you soon! 
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The Arts 
TEXTILES

Hello everyone. I just wanted to share with you some images and 
information about what my Textile students have been doing so far this 
year. In Semester 1, my fabulous Year 9s worked hard on their Batiks 
and Fantasy Shoes. Our Year 8s created beautiful hand-made Journals 
and gorgeous Insect treasure boxes and the Year 7s completed their Silk 
Cushions and Weird Plush Toys which turned out super awesome. 

My Year 11 and 12 Certificate II Visual Art students have also been working very hard 
completing Dry Point Etchings, Mono-prints, Ceramic Pots and currently sculptures. 
I am super proud to let you know that one of my wonderful Year 12 girls, Mekala’s 
‘Landscape’ Dry Point Etching was just recently selected to be a part of the ‘Young 
Originals Exhibition’ held at Edith Cowan University, Mount Lawlely Campus. 

Well done Mekala.

Ms Sheridan
ARTS Teacher
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The Smart Generation – 
Alcohol Use Myth Busting

The Smart Generation Program is encouraging 
parents to set guidelines about alcohol use as a 
key strategy for addressing teenage drinking. Some 
parents ask:

If I set guidelines to not supply alcohol to my teenager, 
won’t they go out and get alcohol elsewhere? Isn’t it best 
to give them a couple of drinks so I know how much 
they’re drinking?

Helen Torpy from Keep Em Safe, a community 
organisation dedicated to the prevention of alcohol-
related harm in young people, has provided the following 
answer:

The teenager’s job description includes rebelling 
against their parents’ rules, so most teenagers will test 
boundaries to some degree. Often this has more to do 
with peer group pressure than about the alcohol.

Where parents set a rule that children are not to drink 
alcohol, the rebellion tends to involve the children having 
a few drinks behind their parents’ backs. Where parents 
set a rule that allows moderate alcohol use the children 
tend to rebel with heavy alcohol use. The evidence clearly 
shows that in families where parents allow alcohol 
use, the children have a greater risk of involvement 
in heavy and harmful alcohol use and poor social and 
development outcomes. By not providing adolescents 
with alcohol, and not allowing adolescent alcohol use in 
the home, parents make it clear that they do not favor 
this behaviour. After some initial rebellion, adolescents 
tend to endorse parents’ attitudes and respect their 
parents for setting boundaries.

For answers to other frequently asked questions visit 
www.smartgeneration.org.au.

For more information about the Smart Generation 
project please contact the Communities that Care 
(CTC) Mandurah team on 9550 3716.

Food  & 
Technology

Term 3 has been really busy in Food and 
Technology. We have had the Cooking Club on 

Wednesdays after school and a whole new group 
of Year 7, 8 & 9 students commencing for the 

Semester, which is very exciting – although very 
tiring for the staff.

Our Year 11 students had a Show judging last week with Mrs K 
Bennett, Mrs C Bennett, Ms Carville, Ms Evans, Nicky from the 
office and Karen from Home Economics. Judging – the verdict was 
unanimously favourable.

Our students will be preparing some slices and toffees for Chris 
Bennett to sell at our Spring Market day which is being held on 
Sunday 17 September here at the college and are fundraising for 
next year’s Canberra/Ski trip.

The Year 7 students have been learning how to cook eggs in 
various ways – with the aim being, that you never have to go 
hungry.

The Year 7, 8, 9 and 11 students have all had a lemon focus, 
which is a cheap and cheerful seasonal fruit ( many thanks to 
Mr Trowbridge for his never ending supply of lemons) – from 
puddings to lemon butter to lemon meringue.

Our cooking Club this year has been predominantly Year 7s – with 
around 8-10 students attending regularly. I would like it to be a 
consistent 14-16 in the future, so aiming high.

The Year 12 students are getting very close to the finish line and 
producing some different and interesting foods. One has been a 
Barley Risotto, and learning that different ingredients work. We 
wish them well in their future endeavours.

We are desperately low on containers for kids to take food home 
with them. I have sung out in the past and I am doing so again, so 
if you have ice-cream, yogurt, Chinese takeaway, butter containers 
etc. please don’t throw them out and send them in for us otherwise 
the students will have to pay for their containers if they forget to 
bring one in. On the flip side, if your child has cooking, please send 
them to school on that day with a container in their bag.

Ms Gav
Food & Technology Teacher



Goals 4 Girls

This term has been a very exciting 
and dynamic term for the Goals 4 
Girls at Coodanup College. The girls 
have been actively engaged in a self- 
development program, art and craft 
activities, dance workshops, youth 
mentoring workshops and the Circus 
program. 

Thanks to Alcoa of Australia’s Pinjarra 
Alumina Refinery who has provided 
strong ongoing support, we have been 
able to engage an elite group of youth 
mentors from Pulse Productions WA 
Incorporated. They are working with a 
number of schools in the Peel regions 
to develop a range of skills that provide 
students with the opportunity to 
participate in a community performance 
at the 2017 Regional Arts Summit 
which is being held on October 12 at 
the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre 
between 5pm – 7pm. See this link for 
further information.

https://www.countryartswa.asn.au/
events/2017-wa-regional-arts-summit-
mandurah/

“Free Being Me” is a self-development 
program that allows the girls to reflect 
on the world around them, and the 
influence it has on the way they think 
about themselves and other people. 
They have been discovering their 

society through the media and those 
they spend time with. We have been 
looking at beauty and how this has a very 
narrow definition. We have looked at the 
“Image Myth” and discovered that even 
celebrities and models are airbrushed! 
The girls are being empowered to speak 
out and challenge the “Image Myth” in 
lots of different ways, boosting their body 
confidence and having fun at the same 
time.

Our Art focus this term has been both 
working on theatre sets and for the 
“Thriller” dance performance. We have 
been very fortunate this term with a 
parent, Danielle Ridgeway, who has 
volunteered her time to work with a small 
group of dance students. A big thank 
you for your time. Art is a great medium 
for the girls to build relationships, relax 
and enjoy a learning experience that is 
both dynamic and engaging. They have 
made some amazing dream catchers 
which they have made for themselves for 
presents to others.

Circus is a speciality area in our Goals 4 
Girls program. Tracy has been working 
tirelessly in Circus and the girls’ skills 
and performances are 
progressing steadily. Students 
are now enjoying aerial 
arts, acrobatic, acro-balance 
skills and general circus. In 

particular, circus provides the girls with 
opportunities to:

•  Participate in alternative recreation, 
with a career pathway in circus arts;

•  Provides support and empowerment of 
young women;

•  Provides an opportunity to develop 
leadership skills, increase confidence 
and self-esteem through peer 
mentoring;

•  Forms a foundation for the 
development of friendships and peer 
support while engaging in circus 
activities;

•  Breaks down barriers between all 
diverse groups;

•  Enables young women to express 
their feelings and deal with issues 
they are facing through the vehicle 
of performance, thereby building 
resilience skills.

Goals 4 Girls Team 
Lisa Webster & Tracy Harrington
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Year 12 ATAR Students:
Personalised written and practical examination 
timetables for ATAR candidates detailing examination 
date, time and venue for each examination, will 
be available for download from 8 September 
through the student portal: https://wace.wa.edu.au/
PublishWaceResult/index.html 

Timetables will only be available via download as a copy 
will not be posted to schools.

If students experience problems with accessing their 
timetables, please see Michelle Evans in the front office.



What’s On
Drinks / Coffee  > 
Sausage Sizzle  > 

Fairy Floss Machine  > 
Car Wash  > 

Bric n Brac stalls  > 
Speciality stalls  > 

Student Performances  > 

C ontact
Chris Bennett, Coodanup College 

$20 for 3mtr x 3mtr Bay 
Email: Christine.Bennett2@education.wa.edu.au 

Mobile: 0476 070 626

GET IN QUICK TO SECURE YOUR STALL!
**PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS 2018 CANBERRA SKI TRIP**

When 
Sunday 17 September 

10.00am - 1.00pm

Where  
College Grounds ‘Great Court’ 

Wanjeep St, Mandurah

SpRING 
MARKET DAY

STALL HOLDER 
GATES OpEN 

9.00AM

pUBLIC 
GATES OpEN 

10.00AM


